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Pronounce the three words and decide which two rhyme.
soup   droop   drop
put  foot  boot
root  foot  chute
booth  boot  boat
snore  door  shoot
pour  shoot  shore
swap   slap   top

A Conversation About Money

John: I dream of making lots of money. Do you?

Ron: Of course I do. I would like to make money hand over fist. I would like to earn large amounts of 
money.

John: You can win a lot of money in the U.S. through lotteries.

Ron: How does a lottery work?

John: People pay money for tickets with numbers. If your combination of numbers is chosen, you win a 
huge amount of money. Sometimes people win millions of dollars.

Ron: Do you buy lottery tickets, John?

John: Yes I do. I was not born with a silver spoon in my mouth. I did not have a rich family. My family was 
always hard up for cash. We did not have much money. The money my dad earned at his job was chicken 
feed. It was barely enough money to pay the bills and feed the family.

Ron: My family was poor, too. We had to take hand-outs from our family to be able to survive. My 
grandmother would bring us groceries and hand me down clothes for us kids. My mother knew how to 
pinch pennies. She would always make sure that she bought things on sale. My dad was a cheapskate. 
He didn’t buy anything that he didn’t absolutely need. He wasn’t a deadbeat, though. My dad always paid 
his bills on time.

John: I remember one time when my family was flat broke. We didn’t have any money at all. Someone at 
work gave my dad a lottery ticket. My dad hoped he would strike it rich. He didn’t hit the jackpot, but my 
dad did win $200. That was enough to buy food for the whole month. Two hundred dollars seemed like a 
lot of money. We thought we had money to burn. My dad splurged and bought all us kids some candy. We 
never got to eat candy. We were so excited.

Ron: That’s a neat story. I bet your dad felt like a million dollars when he came home with groceries and 
candy for the kids.

John: Yes, but it didn’t last. The next month we were down and out again. We always lived on a 
shoestring. 

Ron: So you buy lottery tickets hoping to win money like your dad did?



John: I am better off than my family was. I make more money than my dad ever made. I have saved up a 
nice little nest egg. So I will never have to depend on the lottery to buy groceries. But when I have a few 
extra dollars, I buy lottery tickets. It would be fun to be a millionaire.

Questions:

Have you ever bought a lottery ticket?
Have you ever won any money in a lottery?
Do you have lotteries in your country?
Was your family ever hard up for money?
Do you know anyone who is a deadbeat?
If you suddenly won some money, what would you splurge on?
Do you pinch pennies?
Did you ever wear hand me down clothes?
Do you expect to be “better off” than your parents were?
Do you worry about having enough money?


