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In 2007, a Korean student shot and killed 32 people on the Virginia Tech campus. At that time, 
many of our Korean students expressed their fear of reprisals by Americans. They felt 
embarrassed and ashamed that one of their countrymen had committed this horrendous violent 
act. Our teachers reassured our Korean students that we did not blame them for the actions of 
this man. He was mentally unstable and did not represent average Koreans. 

On Thursday, a Muslim major serving in the U.S. Army shot and killed 13 people on the Fort Hood 
Army base, wounding 30 others. Many Muslims feel the same way Koreans felt in 2007. They are 
shocked and saddened that a Muslim would commit this violent act in the name of Islam. They 
fear reprisals by Americans and worry that Americans will hate all Muslims or hate Islam. 

Again, we would like to reassure everyone that we do not hate Muslims or Islam. We hold the 
individual that did the shooting accountable. We do understand that Islam is not a religion that 
condones killing of innocent people. We are saddened that there is such hate and violence in the 
world and hope that we can move to a greater understanding of each other. 

It is important to all of us teachers that our students learn to speak English. But what is more 
important to us is that we all learn to understand and appreciate each other’s culture. We enjoy 
helping you learn and understand American culture, but we also very much enjoy learning about 
your culture and sharing that information with our friends. 

We will pray for the families of the dead and wounded. We also pray that our world will become a 
peaceful place where people can live in freedom and harmony.

Read and discuss this article from a CNN news story
Fort Hood reaction: Lincoln Muslims speak out against misconceptions

When CNN announced the name of the suspect who opened fire at Fort Hood on Thursday, Mahlia Zuberi's heart 
sank.

The Pakistani-American grad student knew that Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan spelled trouble for her and those like her.

"Right away, any Muslim knows that that's a Muslim name," said Zuberi, who is the president of the Muslim 
Student Association. " So you're thinking, ‘Oh no, what are they going to say? Why did it have to be a Muslim 
name? Islam is going to come under attack because of this.'"

For the Lincoln Muslim community, the shooting at the Texas army base on Thursday represents one more example 
of high-profile violence - in America and abroad - committed in the name of a religion that they say promotes 
nothing but peace.

Members of the community echo the sentiments expressed in a statement released by the Council on American-
Islamic Relations on Thursday. In it, the group condemns the "cowardly attack in the strongest terms possible."

"It's hard for Muslims to grasp this attack," said Justin Wood, secretary to the board of the Islamic Foundation of 
Lincoln. "We feel like our religion is being hijacked."

Some Lincoln Muslims go even further in their rebuke of the shooting. They argue that the principles of Islam have 
no connection with violent acts.

http://www.newsnetnebraska.org/component/content/article/28-news-cojmc/682-kara-brown
http://www.newsnetnebraska.org/component/content/article/28-news-cojmc/682-kara-brown


"Anyone who kills another human being, to me, is not a Muslim," Baloch said. "A terrorist is a terrorist. He has no 
religion."

Many Muslims fear a backlash against them because of the Ft. Hood shooting.

Questions:

1-What does it mean when you say, “my heart sank”? Can you think of a time your heart sank?
2-The student said that Major Hasan spelled trouble for Muslims? What did she mean?
3-The student fears that Islam will come “under attack” as a result of this shooting. Have you ever come “under 
attack” because of your race or your religion?
4-What is meant by the term “high-profile violence”?
5-When someone “echoes the sentiments” of others it means they agree with the other persons thoughts or ideas. 
What ideas have been discussed today that you feel “echoes your sentiments”?
6-The Council on American-Islamic Relations condemned the attack? What does “condemned” mean in that 
sentence? 
7-Justin Wood says he feels like his religion has been “hijacked”? You may be used to hearing about airplanes being 
hijacked. But what does he mean when he says his religion has been hijacked?
8-Some Muslims “rebuked” the shooting. What does that mean? Give an example of something you could say that 
would “rebuke” the shooting. Give an example of something you could say to rebuke a child who has misbehaved.
9-In the last sentence, the word “backlash” is used. What is a backlash? What kinds of things would be considered a 
backlash against Muslims?
10-Do you think Muslims should fear a backlash? 
11-What can be done to prevent such violent acts?


