
FUMC ESL 11-2-09 More Phrasal Verbs
call in:
I was called in to the principal’s office to explain why I was absent.
The local police called in the FBI to help investigate the murder.
I called in sick last Friday so that I could stay home and play with my son.

burn down:
That old building burned down last year.
Though most of Chicago burned in the great fire in 1871, a few old buildings survived.

find out:
I wish I could find out who reported the accident.
I met a girl at the party, but I never found out her name.

pile up:
The snow piled up so high that I couldn’t open my door..
While I was gone on vacation my work piled up.

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate phrasal verb.

1.You can ______________ when the movie starts by going to fandango.com.
2.I don’t know the answer to your question, but I’ll try to _______________.
3.Half of our office _________________ sick today.
4.The arsonist __________________ several houses in the business district.
5.The newspapers are ______________ in the recycling bin. Please put them out for the truck.
6.The children were playing with matches and accidentally ___________ the old barn.
7.I hope I get a job soon because my bills are really _________________.
8.I think we should ________________ an expert who can show us how to repair the damage.
9.Can you ______________ where I should register to vote?
10.As Dad _______________ the leaves, the children jumped on them.

NEWS: Pirates demand $7 million for yacht couple, Britain says
Somali pirates demanded a $7 million ransom for a British couple kidnapped aboard their yacht last week. 
The British government says it won’t pay. 

Pirates with guns boarded their yacht demanding money and taking everything of value. The pirates are 
now holding the couple on another pirated ship off the coast of Somali. The pirates tried to keep the 
couple in a small Somali town, but the elders refused permission for them to land.

Attacks off the coast of Somalia have increased significantly this year. But successful attacks have 
decreased.

Discussion:
Insurance companies sometimes tell their ship captains not to fight against pirates. They would prefer to 
pay the ransom rather than have the ship destroyed, or people killed. Do you agree with this position?
Do you think the British government should pay the ransom?
What do you think should be done about piracy?

Conversation:
Mary:  Welcome back. How was your vacation?

Katrina: It was really incredible. I toured several western states.



Mary: What was your favorite part?

Katrina: I enjoyed riding into the Grand Canyon on a mule.
 
Mary: Wasn’t that scary?

Katrina: At first I was a little nervous because the paths were very steep and narrow. But the mules make 
hundreds of trips into the canyon and I decided I must relax and trust the mule. 

Mary: Did you go down and come up in one day?

Katrina: No, we spent the night in the bottom of the canyon at a place called Phantom Ranch. They had 
cabins there. The cabins were small and rustic. They had a small sink where you could wash up and a 
composting toilet in a little closet.

Mary: Where did you eat?

Katrina: The ranch has a mess hall where they served food they prepared. We ate steaks and baked 
potatoes with salad. For dessert we had chocolate cake. The next morning we ate scrambled eggs, bacon 
and homemade pancakes. It was all delicious.

Mary: How long were you on the mule?

Katrina: It took five and a half hours to go to the bottom and the same amount of time to get back to the 
top.

Mary: How did you control the mules?

Katrina: We had a wrangler with us who led us down the path. Mules like to follow each other, so you 
didn’t really have to guide them. Each mule just followed the mule in front of it.

Mary: That sounds fun, but I”m kind of afraid of large animals.

Katrina: Well, the mules were quite civil. They don’t ever try to bite or kick. You shouldn’t be afraid. You 
should try it.

Questions:
Have you ever ridden a horse or a mule? 
Would you like to ride if you got the chance?
Have you traveled in the western United States?
What place would you most enjoy visiting in the US?
Are you afraid of animals?
Have you ever eaten scrambled eggs and pancakes?
What do you like to put on your pancakes?
What do you usually eat for breakfast?
Share an interesting travel experience you have had.


