
FUMC ESL 2-22-2010  Drugs and Drugstores

Drugstores in this country may be different from pharmacies in your country. Drugstores 
here usually sell many things besides drugs. You can find paper products such as 
Kleenex and toilet paper. You can find soaps, hair products and toothpaste. Many 
drugstores also carry greeting cards, wrapping paper, magazines, school supplies and 
candy.

Of course, the most important product in the drugstore is medicine. There are two basic 
kinds of medicine: prescription drugs and non-prescription drugs. Another name for non-
prescription drugs is over the counter drugs. A prescription is an order from your doctor 
for a medicine. You must take it to a pharmacist to have it filled. Prescription drugs are 
usually stronger medicine than those you can buy over the counter. Over the counter 
drugs include drugs like aspirin, cough and cold remedies and ointments or creams for 
skin rashes. Sometimes your pharmacist will offer you a generic drug instead of a name 
brand drug. Generic drugs are usually much cheaper. Not all medicines have a generic 
drug that is the same as the name brand drug. 

Be sure and follow the proper dosage for all medicines. The dosage is shown 
somewhere on the label of the medicine. Sometimes there is a different dosage for 
children. Many medicines have side effects. A side effect means other problems such as 
headache, skin rash, nausea or drowsiness. Be sure you pay attention to the expiration 
date on the medicine. Once a medicine has expired, it should be thrown out.

1.A doctor’s order for medicine is called a _____________________.
2.There are 2 basic kinds of medicines:____________________ and _____________.
3.Some drugs have _________________ such as nausea, drowsiness, skin rash or 
headache.
4.Don’t keep drugs in the house after the _____________________ date.
5.____________________ drugs are usually stronger medicine than 
_________________________ drugs.
6.The _________________ of a medicine is the amount of medicine you should take 
each time period. For example, 1 pill every 12 hours.
7.A __________________ drug is usually cheaper than a name brand drug.

Match the words on the left with the meaning on the right.
physician sleepiness

label conditions of illness

symptoms stopped up nose

persist paper attached to medicine 
bottle

dosage doctor



nauseated amount of medicine to take

relief continue

congestion removal of pain

drowsiness sick to the stomach

Practice these conversations:

Bella: Could you fill this prescription please?
Pharmacist: You’ll need to write your name and address on this form. We’ll also need a 
copy of your insurance card. Also, please list any other medications you are currently 
taking.
Bella: How long will it take to fill this prescription?
Pharmacist: If we have it here, it will be ready in about 15 minutes.
Bella: OK, I’ll do my other shopping and come back.

Pharmacist: Here is your prescription. Have you taken this anti-biotic before?
Bella: No, I haven’t.
Pharmacist: This drug may make you nauseous. You should take it on a full stomach. 
Never take this drug on an empty stomach. Do you understand?
Bella: I think you mean that I should take this with food.
Pharmacist: That’s correct.
Bella: Are there any other side effects?
Pharmacist: Some people complain of dry mouth. I would suggest you try to drink more 
water while taking this medication. And remember, take all of the medicine. Do not stop 
taking the medicine when you feel better. You need to complete the dose.
Bella: OK, I will. Thanks.


