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Last week we had primary elections in Texas. A primary election is an election within a political party.  In 
Texas we have two main political parties, Democrats and Republicans.
In the primary election last week, voters of each party chose the candidates to represent them in the 
general election held in November.

For example, the Republicans elected Rick Perry as their candidate for governor. THe Democrats chose 
Bill White. So in November, Republican Rick Perry will run against Democrat Bill White in the general 
election.

People who vote in one party’s primary do not have to vote for that candidate in the general election. For 
example, if I did not like the candidate elected by my party, I would be free to vote for the candidate of the 
other party in November.

Rick Perry is the current governor of Texas. Perry has been the governor since 2000. He is running for re-
election. Texas does not have term limits on the governor, so he may serve as long as he keeps getting 
re-elected.

In addition to state offices, voters selected party candidates for the national House of Representatives. 
The state of Texas is divided into districts. Each district has a Congressman. Congressman or 
congresswoman is the title of someone who serves in the U.S. House of Representatives. Texas has 32 
representatives in the House. Representatives serve two year terms. So every 2 years, they must run for 
office.

Texas has two senators who serve in the U.S. Senate. They are Kay Bailey Hutchinson and John Cornyn. 
Neither of these senators are up for election this year. Senators serve for 6 years. 

One of our senators, Kay Bailey Hutchinson ran for governor in the Republican primary. She was 
defeated by Rick Perry. So Kay Bailey Hutchinson will return to the U.S. Senate. If she had won, she 
probably would have resigned her senate seat so that she could concentrate on running for governor.

Mark each statement TRUE or FALSE:
1. Senators serve 2 year terms.
2. Hutchinson and Cornyn are both senators for the state of Texas.
3. Rick Perry is running for governor for the first time.
4. Congressman must run for re-election every 2 years.
5. A primary election is between candidates from two different political parties.
6. Democrats and Republicans are the two main political parties.
7. If a person votes in the Republican primary, they have to vote for the Republican in the general 

election.
8. Texas does not have term limits for governor.
9. Bill White is the current governor of Texas.
10. Kay Bailey Hutchinson was elected the Republican candidate for governor.

Discussion:
Are most offices elected or appointed in your country?
How often are elections held?
Do most people vote when an election is held?
Do you vote?
Are their restrictions on who can vote?
Do you have political parties in your country?
Is your country divided into districts or states?



Are most of the district or state leaders elected or appointed?

The word “primary” means first. A primary election is the first election held. Primary can also mean “most 
important”. For example, “The primary reason for her illness is poor hygiene.” Explain the primary reason 
for your coming to the U.S..

When someone decides to be a candidate, they “run for office”. That means they campaign to get elected. 
They will appear at press conferences, meet with voters, make speeches, appear on television 
commercials and try to convince people to vote for them. Have you ever run for any office? Did you ever 
run for office (like class president or student council representative) when you were in school?

Idioms:
If you put your foot in your mouth you would feel:
1-happy
2-embarrassed
3-angry
You rack your brains if you are trying to:
1-relax and go to sleep
2-remember something
3-hide what you are feeling
If you see eye to eye with someone, you:
1-don’t trust them
2-have the same opinion about something
3-argue with them a lot about something
The candidate shot himself in the foot:
1-by telling a racist joke
2-by making some good decisions
3-by playing around with a gun
With three weeks to go until the election, the Democrats have the upper hand. If things stay like this, 
they’ll
1-lose the election
2-win the election


