
FUMC ESL 3-22-2010 Using Common English Verbs

Read these short conversations and answer the questions.

1
Jill:Look at that lovely scarf. You should buy it.
Evelyn: It’s not very affordable.
Jill: It is somewhat expensive, but you can afford it. Use your mother’s credit card.
Evelyn: I’m not allowed to use my mother’s credit card without her permission. I would pay for it out of my 
allowance if I really wanted it.

Summarize this conversation.
What is not very affordable?
What does Jill tell Evelyn to use?
Why does Evelyn refuse to use her mother’s credit card?

2
Debra: I admire roses and the people who grow them.
Jane: I was admiring the lillies in the pots, when you arrived.
Debra: Those pots were designed by a friend of mine. He is so artistic.
Jane: Being artistic is such an admirable trait. I wish I had it.
Debra: I guess some of us have to accept that we have no artistic talent.
Jane: I have no talent except for a talent for being on time.
Debra: That’s a talent everyone can appreciate.

Summarize this conversation.
What is the admirable trait that Jane wishes she had?
What is a talent that “everyone can appreciate”?
Who does Debra find admirable?

3
Jim:I find plays so much more amusing than movies.
Harry: I’ve never really analyzed it, but I do like plays. 
Jim: In a play, you watch real people performing. They have to act in front of an audience and avoid 
making mistakes. In a movie, the actors get many takes. They don’t have to be perfect. They can be lazy 
and mess up their lines, because they know they will have another chance. In a play, you must be on your 
toes. 
Harry: I agree with you. But I still enjoy movies.

What are they discussing?
Who enjoys movies more, Jim or Harry?
Why does Jim say movie actors can be lazy?
What does Jim mean when he says you must be “on your toes” in a play?

4
Tom: Could you advise me. I’d like to purchase some birth announcements.
Clerk: Congratulations. When was your baby born?
Tom: The baby hasn’t arrived yet. I just want to be prepared to announce his arrival.
Clerk: So you know it’s a boy, then? 
Tom: Actually, I’m guessing it’s a boy. I’m hoping it’s a boy. I already have 3 daughters.
Clerk: I hope, for your sake, you will have a son. What kind of advice are you looking for?



Tom: My wife sent me to buy some birth announcements, but I’m not sure what I should choose. Could 
you advise me which is a popular style these days. And help me find something that isn’t too expensive. 
I’d prefer to give out cigars, but my wife says we must send announcements. 
Clerk: Cigars are kind of old fashioned. And not many people smoke cigars these days.
Tom: I won’t argue with you about that. I like cigars, but there are very few places you are allowed to 
smoke them nowadays.

Give a summary of this conversation.
Which is a noun: advise or advice?
When did Tom’s baby arrive?
Why does Tom hope for a boy?
What would Tom like to give out instead of birth announcements?
What does the clerk say about cigars?

Sort these words into matching nouns and verbs. The first one is done for you.
NOUNS VERBS

arrival arrive

applaud baker  applause arrangement
argument bath  bake  agree
argue  arrange agreement beggar
attraction arrival attend attract
arrive  attendance bathe  beg  

Which of the following words can be both a verb and a noun?

add  admire advise afford  agree
appear arrest  attack  attach avoid
back  balance ban  bang  bare


