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Many phrasal verbs can be made with the verb “come”. A phrasal verb is a 
combination verb and preposition that creates a new meaning for the verb. 
Here are a few examples. Study these definitions then fill in the blanks with the 
correct phrasal verb.

come on: to advance, to start running or become available, come
Our soccer game ended as darkness came on.
The lights came on as we left the field.
Come on upstairs and I’ll show you the master bedroom.

come out: to become known, to turn out or result, to declare one’s position publicly
The news of the candidate’s affair with his secretary came out after he announced he was running for 
governor.
Everything came out fine in the end. 
The senator came out against gay marriage.

come about: happen
How did that come about?

come across: to find by chance, to project a particular image
As Matt was cleaning his room, he came across Mary’s phone number.
Mary comes across as shy, but once you know her she is quite talkative.

come up with: think of
Matt came up with a brilliant idea for the party.

come up: to approach, to be mentioned
The man came up and introduced himself.
Your name came up in the conversation about weddings.

come through: to be communicated, to do what is expected, pass from one side to another
Mary’s hatred of John really came through when she talked about him.
My buddy came through for me and got front row tickets to the concert.
Ben said the train will come through the tunnel around 9 AM.

come along: to progress, to accompany someone, to appear
Things are coming along well at work now.
Ray asked me to come along on his trip to Canada.
John was very talkative until Mary came along.

1. If you _______________my sunglasses, let me know. They’re missing.



2. All the planning for the wedding was worth it because everything ________________ so well. 
3. How did you _______________________ such a creative idea?
4. I just ______________ with Joe because I like to see new places.
5. You won a cruise to Mexico! How did that ____________________?
6. Sally is not shy. She will __________________ to an absolute stranger and start a conversation.
7. Have you ________________ any surprises in your travels?
8. His love of dogs really __________________ as he worked with them.
9. As soon as the water ______________, I will take my shower.
10. The news of the secret nuclear weapons program __________________ at the U.N. meeting.
11. I have ________________ a solution for the problem.
12. Did you ask Tom about his engagement? No, it didn’t _________________ in the conversation.
13. While browsing in the bookshop, I ______________ a valuable book.
14. The marketing department has _______________ a new ad campaign.
15. ______________________in and take a seat on the sofa.
16. I __________________ my old school reports when I cleared out those boxes.
17. Jill said she would __________________ town next week on her way to Houston.
18. ____________________over to my house and will have a drink before we leave.
19. The president ________________ in favor of the health care bill.
20. How did it _______________ that you were chosen to be the person to lay off all the new workers?

Idioms with Come:
Match the idioms with the correct definition. Use the sentences at the bottom to assist you.

come away empty handed return to original state

come full circle reach maturity

come apart at the seams return with no gain

come of age completely lose control

Life was difficult for us here  for a while, but things have come full circle and we are doing well now.
I can’t believe we spent all afternoon at the auction and came away empty handed.
There’s no need to come apart at at the seams. Things will get better.
When you come of age, we’ll go out and celebrate with a beer.


