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Conversational Practice: Assign parts and read. Underline any sentences or words you 
don’t understand. 

Teachers: Have different students read t the conversations a second time to make sure 
everyone has the correct pronunciation and inflection.

Dick: Mind if I join you?
Jane: Sure, pull up a chair.
Dick: Can I buy you a drink?
Jane: Yes, I’ll have a glass of Chardonnay.
Dick: Do you come here often?
Jane: No, I’ve just moved to town.
Dick: This is a great R & B band. Would you care to dance?
Jane: No thanks, I’ve got to go soon.
Dick: Need a lift?
Jane: I’ve got a ride, thanks.
Dick: Here’s my card. I’d love to take you to lunch sometime.
Jane: Thanks for the card. I really have to go now. My brother is picking me up.

Bill: (holding a dollar bill) Would you happen to have change? I need money for the parking meter.
John: I have four quarters, will that help?
Bill: Thanks and by the way, do you have the time?
John: It’s a quarter to five.
Bill: Oh, I thought it was closer to half past five. Is there a decent place to eat near here?
John: There’s a little dive around the corner. It doesn’t look like much, but they serve a mean 
steak.
Bill: Thanks, I’ll give it a shot.

David: I thought this party was supposed to be a big bash.
Paul: It will be. Stella said it would be huge. We’re just early.
David: This place is awesome. Stella’s old man must be loaded.
Paul: Look at that piano. It must have cost an arm and a leg.
David: Stella is a great musician. She plays by ear.
Paul: She’s really cool for someone so brainy.
David: I wonder what’s keeping Rachel. She said she would be here by 10.
Paul; She may not show. You can’t count on Rachel to do what she says.

Use the phrases in this table to answer the questions below.

very stressed go to bed lose control over your 
emotions

tell a harmless lie to avoid 
hurting feelings

sleep past your usual wake 
up time

treat them gently and tactfully

attack the food in the 
refrigerator

planning something secretly angry

a place to stay for the night tolerated it as long as you 
can

pretentious

If you have something up your sleeve, you are:



If you are a stuffed shirt, you are:
If you have to wear kid gloves around someone, you have to:
If you are hot under the collar, you are: 
If you are a basket case, you are: 
If you are fed up with a situation, you have: 
If someone offers to put you up, they are offering:
If you raid the fridge, you:
If you sleep in, you:
If you turn in, you:
If you tell a little white lie, you:
If you fall apart, you:

Discussion Questions:
Has anyone ever tried to pick you up in a bar or restaurant?
How often do you go to a bar or restaurant when you are at home? How about here?
What is an example of a white lie you might tell someone?
Have you ever  raided the fridge in the middle of the night?
What is something you are fed up with?
What time do you usually turn in?


