
FUMC ESL 8-12-2010 Eating in a Restaurant

Call for a reservation:
A: Sullivan's Restaurant, make I help you?
B: Yes, I'd like to make a reservation for four for Saturday night, please.
A: At what time?
B: Around 7.
A: We're booked until 8:30.
B: OK, 8:30 will be alright. Would it be possible to have a table by the window?
A:I can’t guarantee that, but we’ll try.
B: That’s fine.
A:  OK, a reservation at 8:30 for four. What's the name?

If the restaurant is “booked”, it is full.  “What’s the name” means what is the name you want to 
hold the reservation under.

A. Crab Shack
B. I’d like to make a reservation for Saturday night.
A. We don’t take reservations.
B. Oh. There are going to be 10 of us. Do you think we’ll be able to get a table together.
A. If there are going to be that many of you, we can try to hold a table for you. But you’ll need to come 
early. We get really busy later in the evening and we won’t be able to seat you together. Could you get 
here by 6?
B. That’s awfully early.
A. It’s the best I can do if you want to sit together.
B. OK then. We’ll plan to be there by 6.

Not all restaurants take reservations. Some restaurants take reservations for parties of 6 or more. 

Arrive at the Restaurant
A. Hi, I’m Joe Smith. I have a reservation for 6 at 8PM.
B. Yes, Mr. Smith. I see your reservation. Unfortunately we are running a little behind, so your table isn’t 
quite ready. But it should only be a short wait. Would you like to have a drink in the bar?

A. Hi, table for 6, please.
B. Do you have a reservation?
A. No, I don’t. Do you have a long wait?
B. There is an hour wait for a table in the restaurant, but we can seat you right away in the bar.
A. Can we order dinner in the bar?
B. Sure. We’re happy to serve you dinner there. And you’ll be able to listen to our singer while you eat.
A. OK, that sounds good.

Ordering dinner:
A. Hi, my name is __________________, I'll be your server tonight. Can I get you a cocktail?
B. I’ll have a beer. What do you have on tap?
A. We only have Newcastle on tap, sir. But we have several imported bottled beers.
B. I’ll have the Newcastle and my wife would like a glass of wine. Do you have a wine list?
A. Yes, sir. It’s the small menu in the center of the table. 
B. OK. My wife will have this Chardonnay here.
A. Fine. I’ll get your drinks while you take a look at the menu. I’ll be back to answer your 
questions and tell you about the specials.

A.  Our specials for tonight are the lobster salad and roast duckling with orange sauce.



B. That sounds really good, but I love your steaks. I’ll have the small filet, please. Medium rare. 
And my wife would like the grilled rainbow trout.
A. What sides would you like?
B. My wife wants the roasted potatoes and carrots. I’ll have the creamed spinach and french fries.
A. Would either of you care for an appetizer or salad?
B. My wife will have the lettuce wedge with bleu cheese dressing. I don’t care for anything.

At the end of the order, it is customary to hand your menu to the waiter. 

Paying the check:
A. Could we have our check, please?
B. Yes, I have it right here. Would you care for a dessert or some coffee?
A. I think we’re too full for anything.
B. Did you enjoy your meal?
A. It was terrific, as usual.

It is customary to tip 15 to 20%. The tip may be included for parties of 6 or more. You may pay the 
tip in cash or add it to the bill and pay with a credit card. You do not have to pay a tip on the tax.

Reading the menu:
Read these menu items and tell what you think they are.
1. Penne pasta served with house tomato sauce
2. herb encrusted salmon cakes served with seasoned couscous and spinach salad
3. chicken breast stuffed with wild mushrooms and herbs and served over garlic mashed potatoes
4. pan fried tilapia served over a bed of sauteed vegetables and white wine sauce
5. Red Snapper served over greens with a citrus and shallot vinaigrette
6. Arugula salad with cherry tomatoes, caramelized almonds and artichoke hearts
7. jumbo lump crabcakes
8. grilled free range chicken with cottage fries
9. hand battered fried chicken fingers with smokey honey dijon dipping sauce
10. popcorn shrimp with onion rings and fried zucchini


