
FUMC ESL 4-1-2010:  An Easter Conversation 

Jenny: Do you realize this Sunday is Easter? 

Beth: Yes, I do realize that. I went to church this past Sunday and they were passing out palm 
leaves to everyone. I figured out it must be Palm Sunday.  

Jenny: What is Palm Sunday? 

Beth: It’s the Sunday before Easter. It celebrates the day Jesus arrived in Jerusalem. The 
people put palm leaves down in front of his path for him to walk on. 

Jenny: Why did they do that? 

Beth: Out of respect. It was a way to honor important people. 

Jenny: Oh, I see. I have never gone to a Christian church before so I don’t know much about 
it. 

Beth: You’re welcome to come with me this Sunday if you are curious about what Easter is 
about. 

Jenny: Are people that are not Christians allowed in your church? 

Beth: Yes, of course. At our church, everyone is allowed to come. We have a sign on the door 
that says, “All Are Welcome.” We mean that. We welcome anyone who comes, even if they are 
coming because they are curious. 

Jenny: Someone told me Easter is the end of Lent. What is Lent? 

Beth: The Lenten season, or Lent, is the 40 day period before Easter. It begins on Ash 
Wednesday. It is a period of prayer and reflection. People used to fast during this time, but 
most Americans do not fast any longer. Lots of people give up eating certain favorite foods 
during Lent.  

Jenny: Does Carnival or Mardi Gras have anything to do with Easter? 

Beth: Carnival or Mardi Gras are the names for celebrations that occur before Lent begins. 
Back in the days when people fasted for the 40 days of Lent, they would have one last big 
party with lots of good food on the days just before Lent. The day before Ash Wednesday is 
known as Fat Tuesday because people feasted and ate lots of rich food in preparation for 
fasting.  

Jenny: What happens during Holy Week? 

Beth: People who are religious go to church during the week. Most churches have services on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as well as Easter Sunday. Maundy Thursday is a day 
Christians remember the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples. 

Jenny: What are disciples? 

Beth: Disciples are followers and helpers of Jesus. Jesus had 12 disciples. They had a last 
meal together before Jesus’ death.  

Jenny: And Good Friday? What is that? 

Beth: Good Friday is a religious service which remembers Jesus’ death on the cross, and  
Easter Sunday celebrates his resurrection. 

Jenny: What does resurrection mean? 



Beth: Resurrection means rising, as in rising from the grave. Many Christians believe that 
Jesus rose from the grave and lived in the world for many days before going to Heaven. 

Jenny: Besides going to church on Easter, what other things do Americans do? 

Beth: People dress up for Easter Sunday. Many people buy new clothes and shoes to wear to 
church. Most people have a big dinner after church on Easter Sunday. Families gather to 
share a feast. Easter always occurs in the early spring, so for many people it is the beginning 
of warm weather and flowers and all those things that come to life in spring.  

Jenny: I have heard about Easter egg hunts. What happens at an Easter egg hunt? 

Beth: Children are given decorated baskets. They go outside and hunt dyed, boiled eggs that 
the parents have hidden. Children are told the Easter Bunny hid them. Sometimes parents 
hide plastic eggs that are stuffed with candy or small toys.  

Jenny: I imagine the children love finding these colorful eggs. But tell me, what do Easter 
eggs and Easter bunnies have to do with Jesus? 

Beth: Bunnies, baby chickens and eggs are ancient symbols of re-birth and new life. These 
symbols were part of spring festivals for people before the coming of Christianity. People 
didn’t want to give up these ancient symbols, so early Christian leaders accepted the old 
symbols along with the new. They don’t have anything to do with Jesus, but they are symbols 
of new life, just as Jesus’ resurrection is a symbol of new life. 

Jenny: For people who are not very religious, does Easter have any meaning? 

Beth: Easter represents the idea that life is cyclical. There are bad times in our lives. There 
are times we feel guilty for acting badly. We feel grief for lost love ones or for relationships 
that have ended. The period of Lent is a time for thinking about these things, for 
remembering that we have suffered and that others suffer. But the idea of Easter is that 
there is always a spring. There is recovery and healing that occurs with time. We can start life 
again even after grief and suffering. Easter reminds us to keep hope. This is a message for 
everyone, whether they are religious or not. 

 

Notes: 
Realize-to be aware. EX: I realize that you don’t speak English well, but you should come 
with us to the movie anyway. The man realized I needed help carrying my bags. 
Passing out or handing out means distributing. EX: Cathy passes out a copy of the lesson 
before class. The teacher handed out books. 
Reflection means thinking seriously about something. EX: I would like you to reflect on why 
you are here. After I reflected on the problem, I knew how to solve it. 
fast means not eating, feast means eating a lot 
decorate-make something more attractive by adding ornaments (things such as ribbons, 
bows, colored paper, paint) EX: The parents decorated the room for the party. I like to 
decorate packages before I give them to my friends. 
gather-assemble or get together EX: The people gathered at the river for a picnic. I gathered 
all the eggs and put them in a basket. 
To dye something is to color it with permanent pigment. It can be a noun. EX: We got some 
red dye and put it in the water. It can be a verb. EX: We dyed the cloth red. Do not get this 
word confused with die. They are pronounced the same, but mean very different things. 
 

 

 


