
FUMC ESL 11-29-2010 “Q” Words

Match the words on the left side with the synonym on the right.

quarrel one fourth

question old fashioned

quantity clever

quarter amount

quack two pints

quaint search

quartet dispute

queasy imposter

quest four persons

quick-witted inquire

quart sick

1. Question can be a noun or a verb. You can answer someone’s question, or you can question someone about the 
accident.

Teacher: What questions do you have about the lesson?
Student: I have a question about the last problem on the quiz. Can you please explain why the answer is (a)?
Teacher: You’ll find the answer explained on page 110 of your textbook.

What did the teacher tell the student to do? Is this a good way for a teacher to answer a student’s question?

The police questioned the teenagers about the theft at school.
I never question a doctor’s decision.

Explain the meaning of “question” in these sentences.

2. A quarter can be a coin worth 25 cents. It can also be one fourth of something.  One fourth of a year is called a 
quarter. If you own a business, you watch your quarterly earnings (money you made during the last 3 months).

Company president: Our quarterly earnings were far below our expectations.
Sales Manager: The new products are not selling well.
Co. Pres.: If the coming quarter isn’t better, we’ll go out of business.
Sales Manager: I’m sure next quarter we will do well. We plan to advertise our new products. That should help our 
sales.

What is the company president worried about?
What does the sales manager think about the next quarter?



What does the sales manager think will help sales?

3. Quarters can also mean rooms where people live.  EX: The officers quarters were much nicer than ours. We can 
use quarter as a verb to mean “to house”. The men were quartered in apartments during the flood.

Close quarters means something near. EX: You can watch the airplanes land from close quarters. The men fought at 
close quarters.

Parent A: College students live in close quarters and often catch colds from each other.
Parent B: Yes, it’s important that they wash their hands often and cover their mouths when they cough or sneeze.
Parent A: I hope my son remembers these health tips. I worry that he will get sick.

What are these parents worried about?
What advice does Parent B give?
What is the meaning of “tip” in the last line?

Captain: The fire burned down the barracks. We’ll need to find new quarters for our soldiers. 
Sergeant: The men are setting up tents now. They can stay in tents until we can find another place to quarter them.
Captain: Good idea, Sergeant. I see you are taking care of the problem.

What happened to the barracks?
What good idea did the sergeant have?

A quarter pounder is a hamburger that weighs one fourth of a pound. McDonald’s offers a quarter pounder with 
fries. Have you ever eaten a quarter pounder?

4. Quarrel can be a noun and a verb. You can have a quarrel with your sister. You can quarrel with your sister. They 
mean the same thing.

Sister: I quarreled with my brother yesterday. It really upset me.
Friend: I wouldn’t worry about it. Everyone quarrels with your brother.
Sister: I just don’t like having a quarrel with family members. We should all get along.
Friend: I’m sure it wasn’t your fault. I wouldn’t lose any sleep over it.

Is the brother easy to get along with? 
Do you quarrel with your siblings now that they are adults?
Did you quarrel a lot with siblings when you were all children?
Do you lose sleep when you have quarreled with someone?

5. The sound that ducks make is a quack. EX: The quacking ducks disturbed my sleep.
A quack can also be someone who pretends to be knowledgeable, but isn’t. It is usually used to refer to a doctor who 
is not well qualified. EX: That doctor is a quack.

Mary:I went to a doctor who said he could cure my cancer with massage.
Jill: That doctor sounds like a quack. Where did you find him?
Mary: I found him on the internet. He said he had cured many people.
Jill: I don’t recommend finding a doctor on the internet. I’m sure he’s a quack.He’s probably not even a doctor. 


