
FUMC ESL 1-20-2011  At School

Vocabulary:

Nouns: 
field, buildings, bleachers, principal, assistant principal, counselor, teacher, professor, classroom, 
restrooms, hallway, main office, locker, cafeteria, cafe, computer lab, teacher’s aide, library, auditorium, 
gym, coach, track, textbooks, notebooks, private school, public school, parochial school, choir, orchestra, 
technology, participant, curriculum, behavior, evaluation.

Verbs: 
Write a sentence using each verb.

discipline: The principal disciplined the students.
___________________________________________________________________
behave: The students behave well when the teacher is there.
___________________________________________________________________
misbehave: The students misbehaved after the teacher left the room.
____________________________________________________________________
participate: Everyone must participate in music.
____________________________________________________________________
organize: The school is organized by grades.
____________________________________________________________________
challenge: This school does not challenge my son.
____________________________________________________________________

Adjectives (descriptive words):
studious: someone who studies a lot
Were you studious when you were young? Are you still studious?
disorganized:  opposite of organized
Are you an organized person or a disorganized one?
troublemaker: someone who creates trouble
Who is a troublemaker in your family?
learning disabled: someone with a disorder that makes learning difficult
Do you know anyone that is learning disabled? Should learning disabled students attend school?
challenging: difficult
What is the most challenging thing you have ever done?

Questions:
Did you go to public school or private school?
Do wealthy people in your country go to public school?
Do public schools give kids a good education?
Did your school have lots of computers in the classrooms?
Did your school have a big library?
Did your school have sports teams? Did you play on them?
What kind of music programs did your school have? Did you participate.
Was discipline strict at your school?
Give examples of things you would be disciplined for.
What happened to you if you misbehaved at school?
Did your school serve learning disabled students?
Were learning disabled students in the same classes as the regular students?
Was your curriculum challenging?
Did your school give standardized tests?



What would you change about your school?
What would you like to change about education in your country?
What is good and bad about education in this country?

Idioms:
cut class: When you cut class, you do not attend class. Sometimes I cut class in college. Have you ever 
cut class? Did you get caught?

skip school: This means the same as cutting class except that you cut all your classes. Example: The 
boys skipped school on Friday to go surfing.

old school: Something that is old school was popular in the past. For example: Aunt Jane is from the old 
school. She never goes out without a hat and gloves. Give an example of something that is old school.

school someone: If you school someone, you teach them by showing them. Sometimes this phrase 
means to beat someone. For example: I didn’t know Jeff was such a good basketball player. He really 
schooled me in our free throw contest.

school of hard knocks: learning from life experiences rather than from a proper school. Example: I didn’t 
learn to run a business in college. My education came from the school of hard knocks. What have you 
learned from the school of hard knocks?

know or learn the ropes: knowledge of how to do something. Example: Phil isn’t making many sales right 
now. He’s only been at work for a few weeks. He’s still learning the ropes.

learn by heart: to memorize  Example: I learned three poems by heart. Can you recite something you 
know by heart?

rote learning: memorization of information without understanding Example: That school focuses on rote 
learning. The students memorize all the answers. Yet, when you ask them to explain what it means, they 
can’t.  How much of your education was rote learning? Is it important that students have rote learning or 
should we teach them how to think?

learn by doing: to learn how to do something by doing it Example: The best way to learn to water ski is to 
learn by doing. Just put on the skis and hang on to the rope.


