
FUMC ESL 3-31-2011 Being Safe

Vocabulary words from this lesson:
drill- a tool for making holes, or the process of making a hole in something (Use your drill to drill a hole in the 
wood.), or a practice (In the fire drill the students learned how to exit the building quickly. The sergeant drilled the 
recruits in marching.)

alert-If you are alert, you are paying full attention (The burglar was spotted by an alert neighbor.)
As a verb, alert means to warn. (The noise alerted me that someone was in the house.) An alert is a warning. 
(The police alerted the neighbors that a burglar was in the neighborhood.)

break down-to fail (My car breaks down a lot in cold weather.) knock something out of the way (The firemen 
broke down the door and rescued the elderly woman.) emotional collapse (She had a nervous breakdown after 
the tornado destroyed her home.)

valuables-things that are worth a lot of money (Don’t leave your valuables in your hotel room. Put them in the 
hotel safe.)

alarm-If something alarms you it makes you afraid something unpleasant might happen. (I was alarmed at the 
number of speeders on the highway.) An alarm is also an automatic device that warns you of danger. (The fire 
alarm went off at 2 AM, so we quickly dressed and left the hotel room.)

flammable-something that ignites (catches fire) easily. (It is against the law for children’s pajamas to be made out 
of flammable material. Gasoline is a very flammable liquid.)

1.Do you have anything flammable stored in your home?
2.What kinds of sounds alarm you at night?
3.Have you drilled your children on how to escape during a fire?
4.Have you ever owned a car that broke down a lot?
5.Do you always lock your doors when you leave your house?
6.Do you keep your doors locked when you are at home?
7.Do you keep your car doors locked when you are driving?
8.Do you lock your car when you leave it?

Don’t leave your purse or valuables visible in your car. Many thieves break car windows to grab a purse or wallet. 
If someone knocks on your door, look through a window or peep hole before opening the door. If you can’t see 
them, you can call out, “Who is it?”. Never invite strangers into your home. Ask for identification for all repairmen 
before admitting them to your home. 

If your car breaks down, pull off the road to a safe area, then call for help. Do not leave your car unless it is in an 
unsafe spot. Do not get into a car with someone you don’t know to go get help. There are organizations you can 
join that will provide help if your car breaks down. One of these is AAA. You can join for about $50.00 per year. If 
your car breaks down, you call them and they send someone to help. If they can’t fix your car, they will call a 
wrecker. A wrecker is another name for a tow truck.

1.Have you ever been stranded when your car broke down?
2.Do you feel safer in the U.S. than in your home country?
3.Are you ever afraid here?
4.What do you worry about?

Do you have a smoke alarm in your house or apartment? Do you check the batteries at least once a year? 

Smoke alarms alert you in the event of a fire. A smoke alarm that works properly will decrease your chances of 
dying in a fire by half. If your house has more than one floor, consider purchasing escape ladders. Do not let old 
newspapers and trash accumulate. Never use flammable liquids indoors. Never barbeque indoors.

Comprehension Questions:
1.Does a smoke alarm increase your chances of living through a fire?
2.What should you consider purchasing if your house has more than one floor?
3.Why should you not let old newspapers and trash accumulate?



4.What is a flammable liquid?

If there is a fire in your home, get everyone out as soon as possible. Check closed doors for heat before you open 
them. If you are escaping through a closed door, use the back of your hand to feel the top of the door, the 
doorknob, and the crack between the door and door frame before you open it. Never use the palm of your hand or 
fingers to test for heat - burning those areas could impair your ability to escape a fire (i.e., ladders and crawling).

If the door is hot, do not open it. Escape through a window. If you are trapped inside, hang a light-colored sheet 
outside the window to alert fire fighters to your presence.

If the door is cool, open slowly to ensure fire or smoke are not blocking your escape route. Exit through the door 
and close it behind you. Smoke and heat rise, so the air is cooler and clearer near the floor. Be prepared to crawl 
out of the house. Once safely out, do not reenter. Call 911 as soon as possible.

Comprehension Questions
1.What should you do before opening a door in a fire?
2.Why should you use the back of your hand rather than the palm of your hand?
3.What should you do if the door is hot?
4.What should you do if you are trapped inside?
5.Why should you crawl out of the house?
6.What number should you dial to get help if your house is on fire?

Discussion Questions
1.Have you ever been in a fire?
2.Do schools and businesses have fire drills in your country?
3.In rural areas of the U.S. it is common to have volunteer fire departments. Do you have those in your country?
4.Would you consider being a volunteer fireman?

TOEFL Listening Quiz
1. What does the woman suggest that the man do?
a) Pick her up at 11:35 A.M.
b) Wait for her at the airport.
c) Wait for her to call him.
d) Call the airport for the schedule

2. What does the man suggest that the woman do?
a) Refer to the syllabus.
b) Go to Dr. Watson’s office.
c) See Dr. Watson at 2:00 P.M.
d) Ask someone else

3. What does the man suggest that they do?
a) Stay home.
b) Go out after dinner.
c) Find a baby sitter.
d) Take the children out to dinner.

4. What does the woman suggest that the man do?
a) Ask for an extension.
b) Use the interlibrary loan.
c) Look for references in the library.
d) Try the internet.

5.What does the woman suggest that the man do?
a) Buy a larger wallet.
b) Keep the cards in his book bag.
c) Carry fewer cards.
d) Organize the cards.


