
FUMC ESL 4-4-2011! Home Safety Part 2

Vocabulary:
hazard: something which could be dangerous (Deer are a hazard to motorists at night.)
hazardous: Hazardous things are dangerous. Lead is hazardous to unborn babies.

What are some hazards that exist in your home?

risk: a possibility that something dangerous could happen (There is a risk of tornados in central Texas when there 
are hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico.) If you are “at risk”, you are in danger. (People in a flood zone are at risk of 
losing their houses during a flood.) If you are told to “swim at your own risk”, that means there is probably no life 
guard. You are dependent upon your own judgment and abilities to survive.  If you “run the risk”, you risk 
something undesirable happening. (If you wait til the last minute to leave for the airport, you run the risk of missing 
your flight.)

What do you do in your home to lower the risk of an accident?

risky: When an activity is risky, it is dangerous. (Investing all your money in the stock market is risky.)

contingency: A contingency is something that might happen in the future. Contingency plans allow you to make 
decisions in advance for possible emergencies. For example, your contingency plans for a house fire would 
include, grabbing the children and getting them our of the house and taking them to a pre-arranged meeting 
place. If something is contingent on another event, it depends on that event happening. (Our plans to spend three 
weeks at the beach are contingent on my husband being able to use all his vacation days.)

Do you have contingency plans for any emergency events?

This is a neighborhood watch symbol. In neighborhoods that have this sign, the neighbors have 
agreed to watch each others homes and report suspicious criminal activity.

A helpful website for immigrant issues is: http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis

In some extreme weather events, children are sent home from school. This is especially true if 
hazardous driving conditions, such as ice, are expected. Be sure the school has your cell phone 
number. Call the school if you expect the children might be sent home early.

You should know where the nearest hospital or emergency clinic is. Call 911 in an emergency.

Poisons:
Many products in your home are poisonous. Keep cleaning products,medicine, paint and alcohol away 
from young children. Cabinets where these items are kept should have child-proof latches. If you 
suspect someone has swallowed a poisonous substance, call the Poison Control Center at 
1-800-222-1222. They will provide advice on what to do.

Thunderstorms: 
Take shelter inside. If outside during lightning, go to a low place. Do not stand near tall trees or 
towers. If hail is expected, get your cars under cover. Thunderstorms often lead to power failures. Keep 
a flashlight or candles handy.

Tornados:



We do occasionally have tornados in central Texas. In the event of tornado, go to the lowest level of the 
building. If there is no basement, go to the center of an interior room, closet or interior hallway. Stay 
away from corners, windows, doors and outside walls. Get under a sturdy table and use use arms to 
protect your head and neck. Do not open windows.

If you are caught outside during a tornado and cannot get inside, lie flat in a ditch or depression and 
cover your head. do not get under a bridge or overpass. You are safer in a low flat depression.

Comprehension Questions:
A blue sign with a white eyeball indicates that the neighbors 
are :____________________________________________________________________________________
In the event someone swallows something poisonous, you should:________________________
True or False
1.In a tornado, you should open all the windows in your house.
2.In a tornado, you should go to the top level of your house.
3.In a lightning storm, go to the highest place you can find.
4.We never have tornados in central Texas.
5.A child-proof latch means that it is easy for children to open.
6.A hazard is a danger.

Discussion Questions:

1.What would you do if you thought someone was following you?
2.What risky pursuits do you enjoy?
3.Are you a person that worries a lot?
4.We call someone that does not worry about things a “happy go lucky” person. Are you such a person?
5.Who does the worrying for your family, you or your spouse?
6.What period of a child’s life do you consider most dangerous?
7.Is there a place you would not go because you consider it too dangerous?
8.What steps do you take to keep safe when you are in a strange place?
9.What are some examples of dangerous occupations?
10.Do you know anyone who has a dangerous occupation?
11.Would you ever consider working in an occupation that was dangerous?
12.Have you ever felt that your life was in danger before? Tell us about it.

TOEFL Listening Quiz
1. What had the man assumed about the test?
a) The test would not be timed.
b) The test could be taken home to complete.
c) He would be able to use his book during the test.
d) He would have to study very hard for the test.

2. What had the man assumed?
a) The woman would not receive her deposit.
b) The old apartment was not safe.
c) The new apartment would require a deposit.
d) The woman would not move.

3. What had the man assumed about the woman
a) She would not have lunch.
b) She would not start dating Phil again.
c) She would have lunch with him.
d) She would have to go before lunch.
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