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I. Write an answer to these (do/did) questions. The first one is done for you. (Teachers have the 
students read their sentences. Make corrections if they have made errors.)

1.Why did you get mad? I got mad because he told me I looked fat in that dress.
2.Why didnʼt you sleep well? ________________________________________________________
3.Why did you stay in that hotel? ________________________________________________________
4.Why did both of you leave so early? 
_______________________________________________________
5.Why didnʼt you pay him more? ________________________________________________________
6.Why did you buy so much food? ________________________________________________________
7.Why do you care if she stays out late? 
_____________________________________________________
8.Why donʼt you go to Africa with me? 
______________________________________________________

II. Excerpt from Funny in Farsi by Firoozeh Dumas

When I became an American citizen, in college, my father called to ask whether I was planning to vote in 
the upcoming election. “If I have time,” I answered. My father then told me that perhaps I did not deserve 
to be a citizen. Any immigrant who comes to this country and becomes a citizen and doesnʼt vote, 
according to him, should just go back.

“What about American citizens who are born here and donʼt vote?” I asked egging him on.

“They need to be sent for six months to a nondemocratic country. Then theyʼll vote, “ he replied.

I told my father that his “Ship ʻEm Abroad” program didnʼt sound too democratic to me, that perhaps 
included in the freedoms in this country is the freedom to be apathetic.

He hung up on me.

I voted.

III. Discussion Questions:
1.How does the authorʼs viewpoint on voting differ from her fatherʼs?
2.Apathy is when you are not particularly interested or enthused about something. Usually people talk 
about being apathetic about politics or voting. Do you think lots of people in your country are apathetic 
about politics?
3.Why does the father think Americans should be shipped to a nondemocratic country?
4.In your experience, do you think most Americans are apathetic about our government?
5.Do you agree that we should have the freedom to be apathetic?

IV. Vocabulary:

upcoming: an event that will happen in the near future. 
List 3 upcoming events in your life.

There are lots of words prefaced with up. For example, if you are upbeat, you are cheerful and optimistic 
about situations. If you have a good upbringing, your parents taught you many things and trained you to 
be a good, polite person.  If someone is upfront with you, they act or speak openly so that people know 
how they feel or what they believe. If you upgrade something, you exchange it for something better.  If 
you own a house, you know it requires a lot of upkeep. This is especially true if you own an older home.



1.What kind of upkeep do you perform on your home?
2.Who in your family is the most upbeat?
3.Do you think you had a good upbringing? Do you have friends who didnʼt?
4.Do you prefer people who are upfront with you? 
5.Are you upfront with people who ask you for an opinion?
6.Have you ever been upgraded to first class on a plane flight?

egg him on: If you egg someone on, you encourage them to do something. This is usually used in a 
negative sense. For example: The boys would never have thrown the tomatoes at them, but the girls were 
egging them on. In this sentence, the girls were encouraging the boys to misbehave. 

But we can also use egg him on, when someone is being a little outrageous and we think it is humorous 
and want them to continue. So the authorʼs father is complaining about her not voting. He proposes that 
she go back home if she isnʼt going to vote. Thatʼs an outrageous solution to her apathy. The author 
thinks this is amusing, so eggs him on. And he gets more outrageous, saying Americans who donʼt vote 
should be shipped to a nondemocratic country for six months.


