
FUMC ESL  7-31-2017 Advanced Lesson

Discuss these sayings:

Look at these two sayings and decide if they mean the same thing or something different. Be 
careful because some of the sayings are similar but have a slightly different meaning.

1. What goes around comes around. He got what he gave.
2. Go through proper channels. When in Rome do as the Romans.
3. bar hopping pub crawling
4. What’s good for the goose is good for the gander. Turn about is fair play.
5. a couch potato lazybones
6. tailgate cut someone off
7. rear-end someone sideswipe someone
8. first love love at first sight
9. I’ll believe it when I see it. I don’t buy it.
10. knock it off cut it off
11. lighten up chill out
12. blow your top blow a fuse
13. come unglued fly off the handle
14. give you the willies make your skin crawl
15. a softy a bleeding heart
16. heart of gold heart of stone
17. level with someone be straightforward
18. a social butterfly a ham
19. a stick in the mud a shrinking violet
20. sitting pretty have the world by the tail
21. drag your feet dilly-dally
22. stick your neck out breathe down his neck

Discuss:

1. A ham is a person who enjoys being the center of attention and doesn’t mind acting funny or 
laughing at himself to get attention.  Are you a ham? Do people describe you as the  “life of the 
party”. Do you enjoy telling funny stories or jokes?

2. If you “fly off the handle” you get really angry very quickly. Sometimes we say you have a “hot 
temper”. It is easy to make you mad. The opposite of this is someone who is very chill and calm. 
Someone who rarely gets angry. Which of these best describes you?

3. If someone asks you for an opinion are you more likely to level with them (that is tell the truth) 
or to camouflage your true feelings?  What does it mean to “break it to them gently”?

4. Name something that gives you the willies.



5. How old were you when you had your first love?   Do you still know your first love?

6. What is something that you will only believe when you see it?

7. Describe something you pulled off against all odds.

8. A friend who had never smoked marijuana before tried some when she was in Colorado 
recently. (In Colorado, smoking marijuana is legal.) She said, “When in Rome, do as the 
Romans.”  Explain what she meant.   Have you ever done something in a foreign country that 
you would never do at home?

9. Have you ever been rear-ended or sideswiped while driving?

10. Do you always go through proper channels, or do you sometimes take shortcuts if it helps 
you achieve an end?


