
FUMC ESL 9-25-2017  ADVANCED LESSON

Many adjectives can either be used before the noun they describe or following linking verbs (is, 
am, are, was, were)

There are some adjectives that we never use immediately in front of a noun. For example, we 
can say,  “The horse was alive.” But NOT, “The alive horse walked away.” 

Tell whether these sentences are correct. If the adjectives cannot be used before a noun, 
try to think of another adjective that would work.

1.The alone woman was sad that she didn’t know anyone here.
2.Some of the afraid girls refused to walk home in the dark.
3.An ashamed man apologized for his insult.
4.My unwell son stayed home from school.
5.He’s not a well man. 
6.We were quiet so we didn’t wake up the asleep children.
7.She is not a capable manager.
8.We got our alike purses confused.
9.He ate the entire pizza.
10.My grandmother was always a glad person.
11.The two children were of an alike age.
12.The sorry girls asked the teachers to forgive them.

ANIMAL ADJECTIVES AND IDIOMS——Work with a partner to match the idioms or adjectives 
with the correct definition below. After you have finished, take turns reading a sentence aloud 
and telling it’s meaning to the group. Tell if you have a similar saying in your country.

1. The boy looked sheepish after being caught with his hand in my purse.
2. The fact that his 35 year old brother was still living at home with his parents was the elephant 
in the room at all family meetings.
3. I think your invention is clever, but I’m worried it’s a one trick pony. It would be more useful if it 
was more versatile.
4. The party was supposed to be a surprise, but Tanya let the cat out of the bag.
5. The lion’s share of the estate goes to the eldest son.
6. Tom gets away with cheating on every test. It really gets my goat.
7. She volunteered to work at the school fair, then tried to weasel out of it later.
8. Dad wanted to confront Eric about his past behavior, but I told him to let sleeping dogs lie.
9. I went all over town looking for a pair of pink heels to match my dress, but it proved to be a 
wild goose chase.
10. The teacher watched him like a hawk to try to learn how he was cheating.
11. My big dog looks ferocious, but he wouldn’t hurt a fly.
12. My salary is so small I’m barely able to keep the wolf from the door.
13. Tim can wolf down a hamburger in about ten seconds.



14. At first I thought he was a nice guy because he had good manners, but as time went on we 
learned he was a wolf in sheep’s clothing.
15. Taxes will be lowered when pigs fly.

Definitions:
A. avoid doing something you have agreed to do
B. never
C. a big issue which is being ignored because everyone finds discussion of it uncomfortable.
D. eat rapidly in large pieces
E. reveal a secret
F. make someone annoyed
G. embarrassed from shame
H. is harmless
I. avoid interfering in a situation that is not currently causing problems
J. useless pursuit
K. someone or something which has only one use
L. greater part of something
M. to have only enough money to exist
N. dangerous person pretending to be harmless
O. observe someone very carefully

Discussion:
1. Is it common in your country for adult children to live with their parents?
2. Who got the lion’s share of attention in your home when you were growing up?
3. Does your family have “a black sheep”, someone who is different and somewhat 

disreputable?


