
FUMC ESL 1-18-2018 ADVANCED LESSON

Questions using Take idioms:
1. Have you ever said or done anything you’d like to take back?
2. Talk about a time you were taken by surprise.
3. Describe a place you’ve been that took your breath away.
4. What is something you’ve taken an interest in lately?
5. Have you ever taken out a loan?
6. Have you ever taken someone under your wing?
7. What is something you’d like to take home with you when you leave the U.S.?
8. If someone said something bad about your country, would you take it personally?
9. Are you the type of person that takes the initiative to get things done.
10. There is a saying, “You have to take the bitter with the sweet.” What do you think 

this means? Can you think of a time in your life when you took the bitter with the 
sweet? Do you have a similar saying in your language?

Sample TOEFL Questions: Teachers, this is a 10 minute timed test. Stop the students 
after 10 minutes and discuss the answers. (If the majority haven’t finished after 10 
minutes,  you can add a minute or two.)

1.Seventeenth century attempts to preserve anatomical specimens brought about 
modern techniques of embalming, the preservation of the body tissue after death by 
artificial chemical means. The most common agent used today is formaldehyde.

Embalming is:
a-death by a chemical means
b-the preservation of body tissue
c-a common agent related to formaldehyde
d-the replacement of body fluids

2. The grasslands of the world are inhabited by the magnificent and impressive 
ungulates, the long-legged hoofed mammals, such as bison. The greatest varieties of 
ungulates are found on the African savanna, where the herds of gazelles and 
wildebeests in mass movement are a spectacular sight.

Ungulates are:
a-grasslands
b-herds
c-African animals
d-hoofed mammals

3. Samuel Morse spent twelve years perfecting his own version of Andre Ampere’s idea 
for an electric telegraph. however, this inventor is best known for the Morse code, a 
system of telegraphic signals composed of dots and dashes. The dot represents a very 
brief depression of the telegraph key. The dash represents a depression three times as 



long as the dot. Different combinations of dots and dashes are used to code the 
alphabet, numerals and some punctuation.

Morse code is a system of telegraphic
a-signals
b-keys
c-dots
d-depression

4. According to many psychologists, phobias, or irrational fears, represent or are 
symbolic of repressed anxiety. They are usually persistent, illogical and intense. The 
most useful treatment has been behavior modification therapy.

A phobia is:
a-psychologist
b-fear
c-symbol
d-treatment

5. Oral history, the use of the tape recorder to capture memories of the past in private 
interviews, has become increasingly popular among professional historians. Studs 
Terkel is the best known of America’s historians to use this method for recording 
historical events. He has interviewed people about their experiences during important 
events such as the Great Depression and World War Two.

Oral history is:
a-private interviews
b-the recording of people’s memories
c-experiences during important events
d-the history of tape recording

6. Altitude, or the height above sea level, is a factor that determines climate. What is 
altitude?

7. Osteoblasts, or cells responsible for the formation of new bone, tend to be 
concentrated on bone surfaces.  What are osteoblasts?

8. In seagoing vessels, bulkheads, or internal walls form watertight compartments and 
strengthen the overall structure.  What are bulkheads?

After checking this exercise, ask the students to summarize each paragraph they 
read. Ask if there are other vocabulary words they don’t know.


