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1. Explain what you do if you take up where you left off.

2. I was taken aback when I read that ______________________________________________.

3. Do you freak out when your children talk back to you or do you think it’s a normal part of 

child development?

4. Explain this statement: “He talks big, but he doesn’t accomplish much.”

5. Were you ever the teacher’s pet in school?

6. What makes you want to tear your hair out?

7. What does this paragraph mean? Tell the meaning of the idioms in bold.

	 Even though Jack isn’t really a bad kid, he hangs out with kids that are involved in all 	 	
sorts of petty crime. So Jack is often tarred with the same brush. He took up with this group 
when they were all very young, and he finds it hard to break away from them, even though he 
doesn’t always approve of their behavior. 

TOEFL Questions 
1. A unified field theory is one in which two forces, seemingly very different from each other, 

are shown to be basically identical. According to such a theory, unification will take place at 
various stages as the energy and temperature increase.


Identical is:

a-different

b-unified

c-equal

d-level


2. The campanile is chiefly a medieval form of Italian architecture. Built in connection with a 
church or town hall, it served as a belfry, watchtower, and sometimes a civil monument. Unlike 
other bell towers that are attached to buildings, the campanile generally stands as a detached 
unit.


1-A campanile is a:

a-church

b-town hall

c-tower

d-unit


2—What is the difference between a belfry and a watchtower?

3-Power can rest in the civil, military or ecclesiastical realms. In your country, does the military 
or the church have an influence on the civil government?




3. The much larger hull of the multi-decked round ship allowed it to carry more supplies, more 
men, more guns, and more sails, all of which were necessary for long voyages of commerce 
and discovery.


1-A hull is:

a-a storage place

b-a deck

c-a kind of sail

d-a type of commerce


2-Hull can have another meaning. Read these sentences and guess what hull means here. 

We cracked the pecans and removed the hulls. Then we placed them around the base of our 
azaleas. The hulls are good for acid loving plants and will eventually decompose. 
3-What is the difference between a voyage of commerce and a voyage of discovery?


Questions from the US Citizenship Exam (Some of our students are studying for the 
citizenship exam and have asked for some lessons on U.S. government. 

What is the supreme law of the land? 
The answer is the constitution. The constitution was written at the founding of our country and 
contains a set of laws. Congress can also make laws, but these laws are not part of the 
constitution. If state laws or laws passed by Congress conflict with the constitution, they are 
invalid. The Supreme Court makes the judgment of whether laws are valid or not. 


The constitution can be amended by Congress, but only if 3/4ths of the states agree to the 
amendment. The constitution has been amended 27 times. Congress has voted on and 
approved 6 more amendments, but these have not been approved by 3/4ths of the states and 
so are not part of the constitution.


Amendments ban slavery, give women the right to vote, forbid the president from serving more 
than two terms, forbid poll taxes and makes the legal voting age 18. If you are interested in 
seeing all 27 amendments, Google “amendments to the constitution”.


a-Does your country have term limits on the leaders?

b-What is the legal age for: voting, driving, drinking and serving?

c-A poll tax is a tax that you must pay in order to vote. In the years after slavery, southern 
states used a poll tax as a way to keep former slaves from voting. Most of them were quite 
poor and didn’t have the money to pay the poll tax.



