
FUMC ESL 2-22-2018 Advanced Lesson

TOEFL QUESTIONS
Complete all the TOEFL questions, then go over each question in your group, clarifying meaning and explaining 
vocabulary words.

The hornbill usually nests in the fruit trees that bear its food. First, the female enters a hole in the tree and sheds 
her feathers. Then, she and her mate seal the hollow with mud and dung, leaving a crack through which he feeds her. 
When the chicks hatch and her plumage returns, she breaks out, resealing the nest to guard the young which 
emerge later.

1. The hornbill is probably a:
a- chicken b- seal c- bird d- bear

2. What can be said about the hornbill’s nest?
a- It is padded with feathers.
b- It is so warm that the female hornbill loses its plumage.
c- The female hornbill breaks it up after losing her plumage.
d- Its cracks are covered by the feathers which the female hornbill plucks off herself.

3. Which of the following statements can be inferred?
a- The male is afraid of other males and, therefore, forces his mate into the nest and seals it.
b- The female is so involved in building her nest that she doesn’t realize she’s locked herself inside it.
c- The female purposely imprisons herself to lay her eggs.
d- The female has to keep the male from hurting the babies, so she encloses herself in the nest.

4. The male hornbill probably
a- feeds the eggs through a crack in the nest
b- doesn’t help the female until she has enclosed herself in the nest
c- uses his plumage to guard the recently hatched chicks
d- doesn’t hatch the eggs by keeping them warm with his own body

The Mississippi River and its tributaries form the world’s fourth longest river system. Two Canadian provinces and 
all or parts of 31 states in the United States have rivers that drain into the Mississippi. As the Mississippi River flows 
down to join the sea, it deposits sand, silt, and clay, building the delta seaward across Louisiana’s shallow continental 
shelf. The delta marsh and its bays, lakes, and sounds provide shelter and nutrients for North America’s most fertile 
marine nursery.

5.It can be inferred from the passage that
a- Canada has only two drainage areas in its provinces
b- there are 31 states in the United States
c- the 31 states mentioned have no other river systems to carry silt, sand, and clay
d- some of the silt deposited in the Louisiana delta is from Canada

6. It is probably true that
a- the delta system formed by the Mississippi River is very important for marine life
b- nurseries have been set up in the delta so that children an take part in aquatic sports in the bays, lakes and 
sounds
c- the delta marshland is an excellent area for medial people to study diseases caused by mosquitoes and other 
insects
d- the United States government has established nurseries to provide shelter and food for migrating birds

7. It can be inferred from the passage that
a- the delta is being destroyed by the  Mississippi River depositing sand, silt, and clay
b- the geographic features of the delta are always changing
c- the sea movement is building a delta on the continental shelf at the mouth of the Mississippi
d- the river, delta, and sea all play an important role in building Louisiana’s continental shelf



Jacob Epstein’s sculptures were the focus of much controversy during the sculptor’s lifetime. Epstein was born in 
the United Sates of Russian-Jewish immigrants in 1880. He moved to Paris in his youth and later to England, where 
he eventually settled and obtained British citizenship in 1907. His first major public commission, on a building in 
London, offended public taste because of the expressive distortion and nudity of the figures. In 1937, the Rhodesian 
government, which at that time owned the building actually mutilated the sculptures to make them conform to 
public notions of decency. Many other of Epstein’s monumental carvings received equally adverse criticism. 

While the general public denounced his work, many artists and critics praised it. They admired in particular the 
diversity of his work and noted the influence on it of primitive and ancient sculptural motifs from Africa and the 
Pacific. Today, Epstein’s work has received the recognition it deserves, and Epstein is considered on of the major 
sculptors of the twentieth century.

8. The author’s attitude toward Epstein’s work is:
a- critical b- derisive c- amusing d- admiring

9. Which of the following was most probably an important influence on Epstein’s work?
a- public tastes b- African carvings - Russian painting d- the Rhodesian government

10. Today, a newly erected Epstein sculpture would probably:
a-  be mutilated b- conform to public opinions c- be well received d- be expressive

11. What does the author mean by the statement, “Many other of Epstein’s monumental carvings received equally 
adverse criticism?
a- Many of Epstein’s monuments were defaced.
b- People have taken equal offense to other critical works of art.
c- Estein’s monuments were usually denounced for their nudity.
d- Other sculptures of Epstein’s elicited negative comments.

Discussion:

1. Do you think nude sculpture is appropriate in public places?    How about at a children’s playground?
2. Who should decide what is appropriate in art?
3. What is an example of a piece of art (sculpture, painting, play, movie, drawing) which is inappropriate?
4. Is graffiti art?
5. Should putting graffiti on buildings be a crime? How about really artistic graffiti like Banksy does?
6. Do you think any censorship of art is a bad thing?

7.Do you enjoy modern art?
8.Are you interested in design in your home and your dress?  Are you a 
good designer?

9. This is an Epstein sculpture. Do you think it is inappropriate?

TOEFL ANSWERS
1-c 2-a 3-c 4-d 5-d 6-a 7-b 8-d 9-b 10-c 11-d


