
FUMC ESL 4-19-2018 Advanced Lesson

I. Read these paragraphs and  tell what the words in bold print mean. Explain in your own words the meaning of the 
conversation. 

Professor:  We should get underway early tomorrow. The trip to Houston takes a little less than three hours, 
depending on the traffic. Could I see a show of hands of everyone who intends to ride in my van? By 
the way, you should all bring some water and snacks as we won’t be stopping for several hours. I want to get to 
Houston before midnight. I think being on the roads in a big city in the early hours of the morning is just asking 
for trouble.
Rob:  That’s great. I’ll bring water. I nominate Shelley to bring brownies for all of us.
Shelley:  In your dreams, Ted. I’ve got better things to do than bake brownies for you derelicts.
Rob: Haha. OK, maybe I’ll make some brownies for us.
Shelley: That’ll be the day!

Tell what is happening in this conversation. What kind of person do you think Rob is?  Do you think Shelley is being 
sarcastic?  In your culture, is it common for men to be the cooks of the household? Who does the cooking in your 
family?  Would your husband ever ask you to cook something for men he works with?

Jill: Can you help me move the furniture into my new apartment on Saturday?
Dana: By all means. I’d be happy to help you. You were the only person who helped me when I moved. I am 
happy to return the favor. I will have to bring my son with me, but don’t worry, he won’t get in the way. I’ll 
bring some games and he can entertain himself.
Jill: That’ll be fine. I have some old video games your son might enjoy. I ran into Rob last weekend. Did you know 
they are expecting?  She’s due in September. 
Dana: Yes, they are very excited about the prospect of a little one around the house. They are doing some 
renovations to the house to make some extra room.
Jill: Is this a DIY project or have they hired a contractor?
Dana: I’m sure they will hire a contractor. Rob is a real klutz when it comes to tools. He doesn’t have even a 
smattering of knowledge about household repair.

Explain this conversation.  What do you have a smattering of knowledge about?  Do you like DIY projects?  Who 
does your household repairs?

Sheila:  Don’t forget the big meeting is today.  On my way to work I stopped at the delicatessen and picked up 
some deli items. I bought some salami and other sandwich meats. I also picked up some fancy mustards 
and jams and some imported cheeses.  I’ll put everything out on the table in the conference room a little before 
noon. That way we don’t have to leave the office for lunch. We can get more work accomplished. It should be 
enough to tide people over until dinner.
Terry: That sounds great, Sheila. I’m not sure how many people will attend though. This meeting could draw lots of 
folks.Hope we have enough for everyone. I would hate to run out.
Sheila: As a last resort, I can run down to the market and get some fruit.
Terry:  This meeting may be a long one. I’m afraid there is no quick fix for our problems. If we don’t get these 
issues ironed out, everything could spiral out of control.
Sheila: I think you should just take the bull by the horns and tell everyone what to do.
Terry: That’s tempting, but I need everyone to buy in. If I bully them into complying, it won’t work.

Explain this conversation.  How do you get employees to buy in on reforms or new ways of doing business? Do you 
think “taking a bull by the horns” is a negative thing in business ventures?



Jim:  I spent last Saturday at a flea market. I wouldn’t spend my time at flea markets by choice. But my wife 
loves them, so I tag along to keep her company. By chance, I made a real find in one booth. It is an old book 
printed in the early nineteenth century. I believe it might be quite valuable. You just never know what will turn up 
at these secondhand markets. You know what they say, “One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.”
Ellen: Well, I hope it pans out. I heard that old books sell like hotcakes at auction.
Jim: I’m going to put it on Ebay for a high price to test the waters. If I get offers, then I’ll know it’s valuable.
Ellen: What if you get no offers?
Jim: I’ll cross that bridge when I come to it.

Do you attend flea markets and garage sales?  Have you ever found anything valuable? Have you ever bought 
anything that you thought was valuable and turned out to be junk?  Name something that you value that other 
people might think is junk.

Dad:  I went to hear Matt play his guitar at the restaurant happy hour. I’m afraid to say, he wasn’t very good. 
He shouldn’t give up his day job.
Sara:  Maybe you should give him the benefit of the doubt. He might have been nervous or just having a bad 
day. I heard him play last month and thought he was pretty good.
Dad:  Look, Matt is my son and he’s the apple of my eye. But I know bad singing when I hear it. I’m afraid the 
years of music lessons did not bear fruit. I’m afraid if he keeps performing in public, he’ll be on course for 
some huge disappointment.  I would say his plan for a musical career is dead in the water. His performance 
really fell flat with the crowd.
Sara: You’re being awfully hard on your son.  He has improved leaps and bounds since this time last year. 
Don’t lose patience with him. He’s working hard to get better. Rome wasn’t built in a day, you know.

Explain the conversation. Do you think Dad is being too hard on his son? Do your parents have very high 
expectations of you? Is it hard to meet your parents expectations?

Lee:  I gave Tim advice about how to jumpstart his business, but it fell on deaf ears.
Lin:  You and Tim haven’t always seen eye to eye. So maybe he’s reluctant to take your advice.
Lee:  Tim is always coming up with some birdbrain idea. But this time, I think he’s hit on a winner. I think he 
has a chance to hit it big with this one. But it depends on how well he markets the product.
Lin:  Yes, this project is a horse of a different color. He’s been working really hard on developing the final 
product.
Lee:  But unfortunately, it’s moving at a snail’s pace. I’m concerned that if he doesn’t get it to market soon, 
someone else will beat him to it.  
Lin:  I hope you encouraged him.
Lee: Oh yes. I told him the world was his oyster. A smart cookie like Tim should have the world by 
the tail.  He just needs to bear down and get ‘er done!

Would you like to start your own business?  What’s a product you think is needed in the world, but not being 
offered now?  What scares you most about opening your own business?

Discuss—Name something:
1. you are getting better at by the day
2. that you should keep away from
3. that is a big commitment (not including marriage)
4. that you spend your time doing
5.that you value, but others might think was trash
6. that you never do by yourself


