
FUMC ESL 4-26-2018  Advanced Lesson

Most of the Advanced classes did not get to this exercise, so I’m putting it on again. If your group 
has already done it, just skip.

Gerunds or Infinitives Quiz: Which is the correct sentence.

1-Remember _________ your shoes when you visit a Japanese home.
to remove removing
2-I have been trying _______ this report all morning.
to finish finishing
3-We stopped __________ for that company two years ago.
to work working
4-I forgot __________ my toothpaste, so I’ll have to buy some.
to pack packing
5-We regret ________ you that Flight 2811 to Beijing has been delayed.
to inform informing
6-I stopped ___________ the phone on my way out of the house this morning.
to answer answering
7-I remember ___________ you in our London office last year.
to meet meeting
8-I forgot __________ these letters.
to post posting
9-We managed ____________ her by phone a few minutes ago.
to reach reaching
10-Remember ___________ hotel rooms for our Chinese guests.
to reserve reserving
11-We really enjoy ___________ to classical music.
to listen listening
12-They suggested __________ by train.
to travel traveling
13-I pretended ________ asleep.
to be being
14-It’s no use _________ over spilt milk.
to cry crying
15-Austin doesn’t allow ___________ in restaurants.
to smoke smoking
16-I can’t bear _____________ to operas.
to listen listening
17-She warned him not ______ late.
to be being
18-She considered ________ to New York.
to move moving
19-We stopped __________ the phone after we kept getting crank calls.
to answer answering
20-They urged their citizens ________ waste.
to recycle recycling



TOEFL VOCABULARY EXERCISES

Read the conversation. Tell what the underlined words mean. Tell what is happening in the 
conversation.
Jim: What do you propose discussing at the club meeting this month.
Sally: I thought I would talk about the recent downturn in the housing industry and how it exemplifies the 
poor banking policies encouraged by our government.
Jim: Oh, Sally, I think that topic is too controversial for this meeting. The meaning might dissolve into a 
chaotic yelling match between partisans of different parties.

Read and discuss:
Many Americans worry that partisan politics is destroying the American political system. This is not a new 
worry for Americans. The first American president, George Washington decried the development of 
political parties and what it would mean for our democracy. This is a quote from him. Read it. Decode the 
difficult vocabulary and explain his meaning in your own words. 

"However [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of time, 
to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert 
the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the 
very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion.”

In your own country do you see strife between different political partisans?  Is there is solution for this 
problem?

Read the conversation. Define the underlined words. In your own words, tell what is happening in 
this conversation.
Jeff:  Our architect didn’t factor in the required distance from the sidewalk in his design. Now we have to 
seek a variance from the city council to allow us to finish construction. We stand to lose a lot of money 
because our crews must wait until we get approval. To prevent them from going to another job, we have 
to continue to pay them even though there is little work they can do. I’d like to recover the financial 
damages the architect’s mistake will cause. Do you think I should sue him?
Nancy:  You can sue the architect, but the chances of you recovering damages is slight and the cost of 
the suit will be quite high and might actually exceed the damages you collect, should you win. I think it 
would be best to negotiate with the architectural firm to see if they will defray the costs of the delay. 
Jeff: The architect claims it isn’t his fault because he didn’t know there was an ordinance governing 
distance from a sidewalk. But to my way of thinking, it is his responsibility to know about city ordinances. 
Do you agree?
Nancy: I concur. It is absolutely within his purview.

Discuss: Does your city have strict ordinances about new construction?  Does your city have zoning? In 
other words, do they require commercial buildings only be built in certain areas?  Should people be able 
to build whatever they want wherever they want?


