
FUMC ESL 6-25-2018 ADVANCED LESSON


Read the conversations. Tell what is happening in the conversation. Tell the meaning of 
the underlined words. 

Lyn:  After an insurrection removed the brutal dictator from power, a mostly democratic 
government emerged. That’s a hopeful sign.

Ann: It is, but it’s important to remember that the mind of the populace is mercurial. Now that 
they understand the power of the mob, they are just as apt to remove the current government if 
their appetites aren’t immediately satisfied. 

Lyn: And what do you believe the people have an appetite for?

Ann: At the moment, they seem to yearn for peace and stability. That is not to say they will be 
forever pacified by it. 

Lyn: I think the root cause of dissension is the depressed economy that is unable to provide 
jobs for the educated young. Perhaps if some of the first world nations helped jumpstart their 
economy and create jobs it would be helpful.

Ann: I don’t think it is any nation’s job to prop up the economy of a third world country. Let 
them sort that out for themselves. 


1-Which is more important, individual freedom or stability and security?

2-Do you think the large percentage of unemployed youth in many countries today is a major 
cause of instability?


Shelly:  I am so enamored of Mother Teresa’s work on behalf of the poor.

Lee:  Yes, she’s the most virtuous person I have ever heard of. She dedicated her life to helping 
others. There is so much immoral behavior in the world today. It’s good to hear about people 
who are righteous.

Shelly: She established a hospice for the blind and disabled. And you know there have been 
several miracles attributed to her. She will be canonized by the church. That means she’ll be a 
saint.

Lee: I’m not sure I believe in miracles, but there is no doubt she was a compassionate person. 
She is the definition of a saint.


1-What does Lee mean when he says, “She is the definition of a saint.”

2-Does Lee believe in miracles?  Do you?

3-Describe someone you know of who is like a saint.


James:  The inherent drawbacks of  self-driving cars is the potential for a glitch in the software 
that causes harm.

Susan:  I understand there are still problems, but I think it’s imperative that research on this 
technology continue.


1-Are you looking forward to self-driving cars or do you think it’s a bad idea?    How about self-
driving planes?


Expressions Without Prepositions 

These verbs are normally followed by direct objects without prepositions. 

Examples: discuss your plans not discuss about your plans 
married a friend,  not married with a friend 



The child doesn’t resemble his parents,  not resemble to his parents 
Conversation stopped as we entered the church,  not entered to the church. 

Compare these sentences. One uses a preposition after the verb, the other doesn’t.

Is there a difference in meaning. Do you see a grammatical pattern?


1-He lacks experience. It cost him the job.

His lack of experience cost him the job.


2-The train approached London and slowed to a crawl.

On its approach to London, the train slowed to a crawl.


We usually leave out the preposition AT before what time.

What time does Granny’s train arrive?  You can say “At what time does her train arrive?” but it 
is quite formal and used more in British English than American English.


In an informal style, for is often left out in expressions that say how long something lasts.

EX: I’ve been here three weeks already.     (It is correct to say “for three weeks” but is more 
formal.)


We often leave out in in expressions like “in this way, in the same way, in another way”.

EX: They plant corn the same way their ancestors did.


We do not use to before home.

EX: I’m going home.   NOT I’m going to home.


Some questions end in a preposition. Put the correct preposition in the blank. 

1. Who’s the gift _________?

2. What are you looking _______?

3. Who did you go ____________?

4. Where did she buy it ___________?

5. Which flight is he traveling ________?

6. What kind of books are you interested ________?

7. What are you worried ___________?

8. Is this the house you told me __________?

9. Where do you come ____________?

10. Who’s she talking ___________?

11. Which car are you interested __________?

12. Children hate being fussed ___________?

13. Who are you waiting ____________?

14. Who are you going ___________?

15. Which mall did you go __________?



