
FUMC ESL 5-7-2018 Advanced Lesson


Read these short conversations and define the underlined words. Tell in your own words what 
is happening in the conversation.


Les: Have you been able to pinpoint the problem with the electrical system?

Kim: It is difficult because of the indiscriminate arrangement of wires and circuits. The house 
appears to have been wired by a madman. It’s odd because the general construction appears 
to be fundamentally sound. The crazy pattern of wiring makes it very hard to trace the problem. 
I’ll persevere, but it may take a few days to figure this out.


Match these four synonyms with one of the underlined vocabulary words above:


Sandy:  Safety concerns have halted construction at the dam. 

Dave:  It seems construction on this project has been halting all along. First it was the 
permitting, then the environmental concerns, then the availability of materials, and now safety 
concerns. This whole project appears to be snake bit. It makes me wonder if we should just 
abandon it.

Sandy: There is no way we can abandon it at this point. The ground has already been cleared 
and the framework built. We were scheduled to pour concrete next week. We are too far along 
in the process to cease. 

Dave: Who is raising these safety concerns?

Sandy: The inspector initially saw a problem with the framework. Now that I’ve had a chance to 
evaluate it, I think he is right and it would be best to halt for the time being and make sure 
everything is up to code.

Dave: Maybe we should just grease the palm of the inspector. It is costing us so much to 
delay, it would be well worth a little payoff.

Sandy: I can’t believe you are suggesting we bribe a city inspector! I won’t have anything to do 
with corruption. My credibility would be completely destroyed if I sunk to such depths. I am an 
ethical contractor and I refuse to work for an unethical developer.

Dave: Hold on. Don’t get hysterical. I was just joking. Of course I wouldn’t bribe an inspector. 
Let’s just get things moving. This delay is expensive. I’m not made of money you know.


1-Someone who is credible is:     a) believable	 	 b) wholesome		 c) in debt

2-Initially is closest in meaning to:  a) contractually	 b) at first	 c) positively

3-An antonym for hysterical is:     a) passionate	 b) upset	 c) calm

4-Which of the following are NOT forms of corruption:

a) bribery	 b) fraud	 c) solicitation	 	 d) payoffs


Discuss:  What is your opinion of Dave? Do you believe he was just joking about paying off the 
inspector?  Do you think Sandy believes he was joking?

Do you think Sandy will keep working on the project? Would you if you were Sandy?

Is there a lot of corruption in construction in your country?


persist exactly locate discover random solid



1.  Choose the word closest in meaning to the underlined word.


Within the Sierra region of Guatemala, heavier rainfall combined with thinner soils on the steep 
slopes and the wanton destruction of forests have led to widespread erosion.


Wanton is closest in meaning to: a) senseless   b) sustained    c) proportional     d) outlandish


2.  Write the underlined vocabulary word next to the synonym in the chart below.


Bishop Wright profoundly influenced the lives of his children, Wilbur and Orville. They had deep 
confidence in their own talents and an unwavering faith in the soundness of their judgment. 
They were taught to endure difficulties and continue in the face of adversity.


Satirical Quotes: Read and explain


Every journalist has a novel in him, which is an excellent place for it.


He can compress the most words into the smallest idea of any man I ever met…Abraham 
Lincoln


Income tax returns are the most imaginative fiction being written today.


The covers of this book are too far apart. 


Diplomacy is the art of saying, “Nice doggie” until you can find a rock….Will Rogers (comedian)


unchanging

misfortune

withstand

completely

correctness


