
FUMC ESL 9-10-2018 High Intermediate Lesson

Pronunciation:   Pronounce these words with Silent Letters

Silent L:  talk, walk, chalk, stalk sidewalk, folk, yolk, calf, half, calm, palm, salmon, 
could, would, should

Silent S: psalm, psychology, psychiatrist

Silent T: receipt, listen, fasten, whistle, Christmas

Silent GH: high, light, might, night, fight, height, flight, bright, weigh, weight, eight, 
neighbor, caught, taught, bought, fought, thought, dough, though, through

Tell what letter is silent in these words:

Go around the group having everybody answer each question.
1. One thing I never worry about is...
2. My parents always worry about...
3. I will never make my kids eat...
4. If I could go back to school, I would study...
5. Kids used to make fun of me because...
6. A subject I always made good grades in was...
7. Before I came to the U.S., I worked as a ...
8. When I’m driving, I don’t like people to...
9. Name your favorite pizza topping.
10. What’s your favorite coffee drink at Starbucks?

Vocabulary: Using across, over and through.
Across and over can both be used to mean to the other side. EX: Their village is just 
across/over the border. See if you can jump across/over the stream. But when we talk 
about high things, we generally prefer “over”.  EX: Why are you climbing over (not 
across) the wall?  She quickly climbed over (not across) the tall fence. 

For flat areas, we prefer “across”. EX: Camels walk across (not over) the desert without 
drinking much water. It took them six hours to row across (not over) the lake. 

Through is different in meaning than across. You walk across the ice because there is 
nothing to your side. But you walk through the forest because there are trees on all 
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sides of you. We drive across (not through) the desert, but we drive through (not across)  
the city.

Choose the correct word.
1. We took a ferry (over / across)  the river.
2. There was so much traffic on the road, we had a difficult time trying to get (over / 

across).
3. She drew a red line (across / through) each of the misspelled words.
4. She has opened several coffee shops (across / over) the city.
5. From the top of the tower, you can see (across / through) the river.
6. We toasted marshmallows (across / over) the fire.
7. You have to walk (across / through) the tunnel to get to the train station.
8. We drove (across / through) a rain storm on the way to the stadium

Idioms:
1-If you try to “get across” your ideas, you try to explain them to someone. EX: The 
counselor working with the prisoners tried to get across the idea of taking responsibility 
for your actions.       We couldn’t get across to the policeman that we were all friends 
and the fight was all in fun.

Do you have a hard time getting across your meaning when you are speaking English?

2-If you “cut across”, you take a shortcut. EX: The policeman yelled at me because I cut 
across the grass. He wanted me to stay on the sidewalk. 

3-If something is “over your head” it is beyond your ability to understand. EX: The 
physics professor was explaining why airplanes can fly, but it was over my head. I don’t 
understand physics.

Advanced math classes were over my head. I had to drop out of some of them and take 
history and literature instead of math and science.  Is there a subject in school that was 
“over your head”.

4-If something is “over the top” it is excessive. EX: The rich family gave their one year 
old a birthday party that was over the top. They brought in an entire circus to perform for 
the guests.

Have you ever been to a wedding or party that was over the top?

5-If are “over” something, you no longer worry about it. EX: I’m not upset with Stan for 
breaking up with me. I’m over him now.      Sara is still very sad. She can’t seem to get 
over her brother’s death.      I was obsessed with video games when I was younger, but 
I’m over that now. 

Have you ever had a hard time getting over something?



6-If you have a “makeover” someone fixes your hair and make up and helps you choose 
nice clothes.   EX: The TV show chooses someone each week to receive a makeover. 

Have you ever had a makeover?  Would you like to have a free makeover?

7-If you are “over the hump” you are past the hardest part. EX: I’ve been working on this 
research project for months, but I’m over the hump now. All I have to do is check over 
my paper and write a bibliography.

Do you feel like you are “over the hump” in learning English? In other words, you have 
the hardest part behind you.

8-If you feel really exhausted and tired, you might feel like “death warmed over”.  EX: 
I’m over the worst part of the flu, but I still feel like death warmed over. I wonder when I 
will feel energetic and happy again.

Describe a time when you felt like death warmed over.


