
FUMC ESL 9-13-2018     High Intermediate Lesson —Talking About Food 2  

Answer these “If” questions in your group

1. If you could be an animal, which one would you choose to be?
2. If you could be invisible for a day, what would you do?
3. If you could change one thing about your spouse, what would it be?
4. If you could change one of your physical attributes, what would it be?
5. If you could go back to any moment in history, which period would you go to?
6. If you were asked to speak to your high school graduating class, what advice would you give?
7. If you were marooned on a desert island, what would you want to have with you?
8. If you saw someone in public with toilet paper stuck to their shoe, would you tell them?
9. If your doctor told you you only had a year to live, what would you do?
10. If you were a color, what color would you be?
11. If you were a superhero, what super power would you want?
12. If you had a child, would you enter them in a child beauty pageant?

FOOD IDIOMS: Teachers - have the STUDENTS read each item and the examples. Ask 
them to explain the meaning of the idiom to the group. Ask them if they can use it in a 
sentence.
1. Molasses is a kind of thick syrup. It pours out very slowly. A person who moves very slowly 

can be “as slow as molasses”.   EX: Come on. Walk faster. You are as slow as molasses.
2. Someone who is a “bad egg” is a bad person, someone you should avoid.  Do you have any 

bad eggs in your neighborhood?
3. If you “bite off more than you can chew” you try to do more than you can manage. EX: I bit 

off more than I can chew when I agreed to cater the dinner at my son’s wedding. Give an 
example of a time when you “bit off more than you can chew”.

4. If you “bite the hand that feeds you” you harm someone who does good things for you. EX: 
I’m angry at my boss for making me work overtime. I think I’ll tell her off.  I wouldn’t bite the 
hand that feeds you. Your boss pays you well. 

5. If something unpleasant happens that you have to accept, it’s a “bitter pill to swallow”. EX: 
Ben’s parents told him they would no longer support him and he must get a job. That was a 
bitter pill to swallow for Bill. Have you ever had a bitter pill to swallow?

6. If you “bring home the bacon”, you earn the money to support your family. EX: My wife 
brings home the bacon in our family. I stay home and watch the kids.  Is it unusual in your 
country for the wives to “bring home the bacon”?

7. If you burn something you are cooking, you say, “I burned it to a crisp.”  Do you burn things 
often when you cook?

8. Something that is “not your cup of tea” is something you don’t like or don’t enjoy. EX: I know 
meditation is good for you, but it’s just not my cup of tea.  Name something that is not your 
cup of tea.



9. If you “eat crow” you admit that you have said or done something wrong. EX: I told everyone 
that Bill would never finish the project on time, but I had to eat crow when he turned it in 
early.

Time Expressions

By means not later than. EX: You must arrive by 10 AM.  
Another expression we use is “by the time”. Read these examples:

By the time we get to the play it will be half over.
By the time Kay arrived most of the guests had left.
By the time we arrive, our plane will have taken off.

We can also say, By then:
By then, it will be too late.  

Put AT, OR or IN in the blank

1. The train will be leaving ________ a few minutes.

2. I learned to drive ________ just four weeks.

3. I don’t go out ________ Sunday evenings.

4. We watch TV ________ the evening.

5. I don’t like going out ______ night.

6. I’m busy _______ the moment.

7. It often rains ______ October.

8. I’ve been invited to a wedding _______ February 14th.

9. Can you be here ________ Saturday?

10. The course begins ________ the 10th of this month.


