
FUMC ESL  9-17-2018    High Intermediate Lesson

Introduce yourself by telling your name and your home country and answering these two 
questions.
Who’s the best cook in your extended family?
What special foods do you remember your mother or grandmother making?

Read these conversations and tell the meaning of the underlined fruit and nut idioms.

Sean: I think Chevrolet makes more efficient cars than Ford. My Chevy sports car gets much better 
mileage than your Ford truck.
David: You’re comparing apples and oranges. My truck is much bigger and heavier. Your sports car is 
very light. So, of course it gets better gas mileage. You should compare Ford trucks to Chevy trucks if you 
want a fair comparison.

Jenny: I think I should have gotten the manager’s job. I can’t believe they chose Sara over me.
Deb: No sour grapes. Sara has been here longer. I’m sure you will get a plum assignment soon.
Jenny: I hope you’re right. I’m tired of working for peanuts.

Sam:  I am so happy that I finally sold my car. That thing was a real lemon. I had constant problems with it 
from the day I drove it home.
Tim:  Sometimes it’s hard for mechanics to figure out what is wrong with a car. A car that doesn’t run well 
can be a hard nut to crack.

Daughter:   Be sure and get home on time. I don’t want you to turn into a pumpkin.
Dad:  I know, Dad. I’m the apple of your eye. I’ll be home on time.

Sara:  That guy acts so weird. He’s a real nut case.
Megan:  I agree. And he thinks he’ll be the manager here by spring. I’d say that’s pie in the sky.

Food Sayings: Tell the meaning of these sayings.  Do you have a similar expression in your 
country?

1. Her life is a bowl of cherries.
2. If life gives you lemons, make lemonade.
3. One rotten apple can spoil the bunch.
4. An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
5. Let them eat cake.
6. Take it with a pinch of salt.
7. The proof of the pudding is in the eating.
8. You are what you eat.
9. Butter wouldn’t melt in his mouth.
10. You can’t break an omelette without breaking some eggs.
11. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.
12. Don’t cry over spilt milk.
13. That’s not my cup of tea.
14. Sell like hot cakes.



ORDER OF ADJECTIVES: Many adjectives come before nouns. There are rules for what order adjectives 
must be in the sentence. This is the usual order:
• Quantity or number- ten, dozens
• Size- small, large 
• Age- old, young
• Shape- square, round
• Color- blue, gold
• Origin- Mexican, American
• Material- brick, glass
• Qualifier- one that describes or defines it- educational, political

EX: There were ten, large, old tractors lined up in the pasture.
The long, gold, metal object was an antique spoon from the 20th century.
An enormous, brown, leather saddle was hanging on the wall.

There are exceptions to these rules. For example, if is fine to say, “old, green, antique dresser” OR “old, 
antique, green dresser.”

Some of these sentences have the order wrong. See if you can figure out how to correct them. 
You may work with a partner. 

1. Tiny, twelve, black puppies were in the box.

2. My sister adopted an Australian shepherd, black, small. 

3. I love that old, big, antique, green dresser. 

4. The live in a two-story, old, wonderful house on the corner.

5. There are good, three reasons why I will stay home.

6. A young, angry man entered the office and asked for the manager.

7. She wore dancing, leather shoes to the office.

8. She wore a silk, cool dress to the outdoor wedding.

In some expressions of measurement, the adjectives are separated by a noun. EX: The wall was two 
meters high. The runway was one mile long. She is two years older than my daughter.

When adjectives come after the verb, we usually put “and” before the last one. EX: He is tall, dark and 
handsome.  We don’t put “and” in if the adjectives come before the noun. EX: The tall, dark, handsome 
man approached our table. Read and discuss some more examples. Notice some of the examples do 
NOT follow the rule.

Their garden is big and beautiful.
The angry, young man drove his car into the building.
The factory makes gold and silver jewelry.
Their daughter is intelligent and artistic.
Their intelligent, artistic daughter won an award.


