
FUMC ESL 9-20-2018       Advanced Lesson     MIND 

The part of your brain used for thinking is your mind. EX: Grandmother’s mind is as sharp as 
ever. We use “mind” in a number of ways to have a number of meanings.


Read these conversations and explain the underlined phrase. 

Salesclerk: May I help you?

Customer: I’m looking for paint for my bedroom.

Salesclerk: What do you have in mind? 

Customer: In my mind’s eye, I imagine something light and soothing. Perhaps a soft, baby blue 
color.  I really like this color here. I think I’ll buy a gallon of this paint.

Salesclerk:  That was a quick decision. You really know your own mind.


Sara:  You look thoughtful. What’s on your mind?

Marian:  I was just thinking that I should buy a gift for my friend. It’s her birthday today.

Sara: What kind of gift did you have in mind.?

Marian: I didn’t really have anything in mind. Do you have any suggestions?


Len:  I thought you weren’t going to Chicago this weekend.

Sam:  I wasn’t, but I changed my mind. My son said he would drive over and meet me there. 
So I decided to go.


Alice:  I can’t decide whether I should buy the white one or the blue one.

Betty:  Hurry up and make up your mind. We need to head home.


Carla:   It never crossed my mind that mother might expect me to call every day. She was 
always so independent before.

David:  Bear in mind that she is living alone for the first time. She needs some new interests to 
take her mind off her loneliness.


Ellen:  I’m going to try bungee jumping this weekend.

Faye:  Are you out of your mind!  

Ellen: Would you like to come with me?

Faye: No. Nothing could be further from my mind.


Ginger:  My daughter is really on my mind these days. She’s pregnant again and she has a six 
month old baby. No one in her right mind would want to have their kids 14 months apart. I 
don’t know what she was thinking.

Helen:  Thinking about having two children younger than 2 is mind-boggling. 


Isaac:   The driver was injured badly in the race. His car flipped twice. Racing is such a 
dangerous sport.

Jenny:  Racing cars weren’t built with safety in mind. The drivers know they are taking their 
chances when they race.


Kelly:  Are you going back to work next month.

Lisa:  Yes, I’m planning to.

Kelly:  Who will keep your baby?

Lisa:  I’m not sure yet. I have a couple of people in mind. I will interview them soon.


Margaret:  She was so nervous she just started saying whatever came to mind.

Nell:  She’s not good in a debate. She can’t think on her feet.




Margaret:  She’s not a smart woman. No one in their right mind would vote for her. You aren’t 
voting for her are you?

Nell: I’m not sure. I don’t agree with some of her positions, but I’m trying to keep an open 
mind.

Margaret:  There is no doubt in my mind that she will lose the election. After all, she’s not one 
of the country’s greatest minds.


Oscar:  Are you going to the party? Do you mind if I ride with you? I don’t want to take my car 
in case I decide to drink.

Pete:  I’m not sure whether I will go or not. I’m not a big party-goer. I have to be in the right 
frame of mind to enjoy partying.


Roland:  That lecture was so dull. I couldn’t keep my mind on what the professor was saying. I 
don’t know how I’ll pass this class if all the lectures are that boring.

Sandy:  I’m sure if you put your mind to it, you can pass the class.


Mother:  I don’t think you should go out to dinner with your boss. He’s married.

Daughter:  Mind your own business!

Mother:  Mind your manners! I’m just trying to give you a little advice. You should be mindful of 
what people in the office might think of you. They might assume you’re going out with the boss 
in order to get a promotion.


Tara:  I really loved that book. It very accurately captures the mindset of a teenage girl.

Wendy:  I read that book several weeks ago and I’m afraid I don’t remember much of it. I must 
be losing my mind because I can’t remember books that I’ve just finished reading.


Husband:  How about going out for sushi tonight?

Wife:   You read my mind. I was just thinking about eating out.

Husband:  They say great minds think alike.


Aretha:  I want to give that woman a piece of my mind. She pulled in front of me, then slowed 
down. I had to hit the brakes hard to avoid hitting her.

Barb:  You sound really angry about it.

Aretha:   Oh, don’t mind me. I just like to complain about bad drivers.


Cindy:   Knowing you will be my daughter’s roommate, really takes a load off my mind. I know 
you’ll help keep her mind on her schoolwork.

Deb:  Keep in mind that Tara has a mind of her own. I may not be able to influence her.


Richard:  You must tell me if you are unhappy with something. I can’t read your mind. 

Megan:  Put your mind at rest. I’ll speak my mind if I feel strongly about something.


Ellen:  I’m glad I had the presence of mind to get the license plate number of the other car.

Francis:  Yes, I’m glad that didn’t slip your mind.  For your own peace of mind, it was good to 
know who the driver was.


Gary:  Would you like a drink?

Hillary:  Don’t mind if I do.


Elsie:  The supermarket tabloid, National Enquirer,  has a slogan, “Enquiring minds want to 
know”.

Rosie:  That is really a cliche now. But it still works for them. They are selling more magazines 
than ever. Apparently, “Enquiring minds do want to know”.




Discussion:

Do you usually know your own mind or are you indecisive.

What is something you do for your own peace of mind?

Who or what is on your mind these days?

Do you ever buy or read tabloid magazines?


know your own mind ability to make good and quick decisions in a 
difficult situation

presence of mind pay no attention

mind your manners forget

mindset make a final decision

keep me in mind an affirmative response

don’t mind me thinking rationally

don’t mind if I do  behave properly

slip your mind certain of what you want

in their right mind way of thinking about things

make up your mind to remember someone


