
FUMC ESL  9-20-2018 High Intermediate Lesson 

PRONUNCIATION - Word endings can be hard to pronounce for non-native speakers. 
Practice saying these words. 

On Monday we practiced adjective order. To put adjectives in the right order ask these 
questions:

1- how big? 2-how old  3-what color?r  4- where from?   5- what is it made of?


Read the phrases below and tell if they have the correct adjective order. If they don’t, 
correct them. 

1. the baby’s blue big eyes

2. a black small plastic bag

3. a large wooden table

4. a white long dress

5. a young interesting man

6. a wooden round beautiful table

7. a French old painting

8. a white cotton old shirt

9. a small gray metal box

10. a wool tan little hat


Pairs of adjectives separated by “and” are frequently used to describe something. These 
adjective pairs have to be in a certain order. If you reverse the order, it sounds wrong and 
people won’t understand what you mean. For example, you wouldn’t say someone is “well and 
alive”. They must be “alive and well”.  You couldn’t say something was “”sweet and short. It is 
“short and sweet”. Study these adjective pairs below.


black and white: This can mean without color as in, “Old movies were in black and white.” It 
can also mean something that is very clear with no confusion. EX: The issue is black and white, 
either you want to work here or you don’t. OR My grandmother has very strict morals. 
Everything is black and white. That is, it’s right or wrong. There is no gray area.

A black and white can also refer to a police car as they are often painted in those colors. It can 
also mean in print, as in “I won’t believe it until I see it in black and white.”


red, white and blue: This is used to refer to America or the American flag or the principles for 
which America stands.  EX: He’s a true patriot. He loves the red, white and blue.  OR Stand up 
for the red, white and blue.


black and blue: This means badly bruised. EX: After the fight, his face was black and blue.


hot and cold: This idiom is used to describe a situation where you have mixed feelings about 
something. You might be very positive about it some of the time and very negative about it 
some of the time.  EX: How do you feel about moving to Australia?  I’m hot and cold about. It’s 
a beautiful country with wonderful beaches, but it’s so far from my family.


card - cart thing - think bridge - 
base

push - 
punch

pass - paths ship - sheep hocus-
pocus

kitchen - 
chicken

ask - axe myth - miss months - 
lengths

pull - pool hoist - host dish - ditch



nice and easy: You use this description when you are telling someone to be very slow and 
careful.  EX: Put your gun down nice and easy. Don’t make any sudden moves.


raining cats and dogs:  This means a heavy rain. EX: Look outside. It’s raining cats and dogs.


bread and butter: When you talk about your bread and butter you are referring to how you 
make money. EX: The automobile industry is the bread and butter for most people in Detroit.


land of milk and honey:  This refers to a place that is very fertile and where money can easily 
be made. EX: She had imagined the United States as a land of milk and honey. She was sure 
she would be rich within a year or two after she moved here.


back and forth: This means to go between two places or two things or two ideas. EX: I go 
back and forth between my office and my home several times a week.  She went back and 
forth between buying a house or renting. 


skin and bones: This is a description of someone who is very skinny. EX: My sister eats very 
little. She’s all skin and bones.


short and sweet: Something that is short and sweet doesn’t require much time. EX: I have a 
few announcements, but I’ll keep them short and sweet.


Discuss:

Which is healthier, to be overweight or skin and bones?

Fill in this blank: I go back and forth about whether to ___________________________________.

Is there a place you think of as the land of milk and honey?


Speaking Practice——Individually, read each statement and write “agree” or “disagree” 
beside it.  Then with a partner, compare your answers and determine how much alike or 
different you and your partner are. Report back to the group. 

1. I often get so lost in thoughts that I ignore or forget my surroundings.

2. I do not usually initiate conversations with strangers.

3. It is easy for me to stay relaxed even under a lot of pressure.

4. Once I make a decision, it is hard to get me to change my mind.

5. Winning an argument is more important than making sure no one gets upset.

6. If you saw my house you would assume I am a very organized person.

7. When I travel, it is very spontaneous. I seldom make detailed plans for what I will do.

8. Curling up with a really good book is often more fun than a social engagement.

9. I have a hard time finishing things I started.

10. If someone doesn’t respond quickly to your text or tweet, I worry that they don’t like me.

11. I have a tendency to procrastinate and am often putting things off that need to be done.

12. I really enjoy unconventional or far-out movies, art and music.



