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TOEFL Vocabulary


1-accomplished (adjective)- very skilled or successful at something


Stephen King is an accomplished writer with over forty books to his name.


This word is related to the verb “accomplish” which means to succeed in doing something. EX: 
We accomplished our goal of completing our master’s degree.

Accomplishment is a noun meaning things you have achieved. EX: Make a list of your 
accomplishments.


Which synonym is best for accomplished:    discharged	   talented	 executed	 


Talk about someone who you feel is very accomplished in their field. 

2- adapt (verb) to change to meet the conditions.


It will be difficult for the polar bear to adapt to the changing climate as they depend on the ice 
to hunt for seals.  The library will be adapted to act as a meeting room by adding conference 
tables. 


If you are adaptable, you are able to change to suit the conditions. EX: It pays to be adaptable 
in today’s changing economic situation. An adaptation is a change that is made to suit a 
particular situation. EX: Most creatures are capable of adaptation to a new environment. If you 
have a story and someone writes a screenplay from it, it is called and adaptation. EX: The play, 
“Hamilton” is an adaptation of the biography of Alexander Hamilton.


Which synonym is best for adapt:   toughen       adjust        rigid


Would you describe yourself as an adaptable person, or are you more of a traditionalist? 

3- allocate (verb) -to set aside a resource for a particular aim.


The company allocates a percentage of their profits for charity.


The noun form of this word is allocation. EX: The allocation of land for the new immigrants is 
costing the government millions of dollars.


Which synonym is best for allocate:         allot           divide             allow


Do you think you should allocate money to give to people less fortunate each month, or do you 
think money you earn should be spent on your own family? 

4- altruistic (adjective) generous and giving to others


The minister was an altruistic man who gave the little money he earned back to the community.


Which synonym is best for altruistic:  wasteful        charitable      miserly




Altruism is unselfish concern for others. EX: Though she’s not generally known for her altruism, 
she did agree to donate several thousand dollars to our cause.


Are most multi-millionaires altruistic? 

Idioms 
We use words like altruistic to refer to characteristics of people. Here are some other idioms 
that refer to personal characteristics.


1-If someone you admired is found to have weaknesses and faults, they are said to have feet 
of clay. EX: I really wanted to vote for him because he was charismatic and honest, but it 
appears he has feet of clay. The newspaper just reported he has had many affairs with married 
women.


Have you ever admired someone who you found out had feet of clay?


2-If people are not adaptable, they are said to be fixed in their ways. EX: My grandparents 
can’t get used to the idea of same sex marriage. They are rather fixed in their ways.


In general, are older people more fixed in their ways than youth? The Methodist church has a 
motto, “Open doors, open minds”. What do you think that means?


3-A person who is full of hot air is full of nonsense and is not believable.  EX: You can’t believe 
a word he says. He’s full of hot air.


In general, are most politicians full of hot air, or do you think most of them are sincere in 
wanting to serve the people?


4-Someone who is holier than thou believes themselves morally superior. EX: I can’t stand 
these Bible reading political candidates who act holier than thou, but don’t demonstrate the 
Christian values of kindness and charity towards their fellow man.


In this country, at this time, many politicians love to quote the Bible publicly. They are trying to 
appear particularly religious. Is this a trend that is occurring in your country as well?


5-A jack of all trades is a person who had lots of different skills. EX: Jeff is good at carpentry, 
electrical work and plumbing. He’s really a jack of all trades.  There is a negative expression as 
well: jack of all trades, master of none. This refers to someone who knows a little bit about a lot 
of things, but is not very skillful at any one thing.


What “trade” are you a “jack” of?  Or are you a jack of all trades, master of none ( a person 
who knows a little bit about a lot of things, but not much about anything )


6-A person who does something stupid or ridiculous that causes everyone to laugh at them is 
a laughing stock.  EX: If you wear that ridiculous outfit to work, you’ll be the laughing stock of 
the office.


Have you ever done anything to make yourself a laughing stock?  (For example, I walked out of 
a restroom with a large piece of toilet paper stuck to my shoe. I was the laughing stock of my 
friends.)



