
FUMC ESL10-15-2018 High Intermediate Lesson 

Practice pronouncing these word pairs
desk - disk sit - seat wet - wait bet - but so - saw
not - note chip - cheap it - eat fill - feel did - deed
grin - green hit - heat ease - is slip - sleep still - steal
itch - each grid - greed hill - he’ll

Practice pronouncing these sentences
1. Each of the bites itch.
2. Each itches.
3. The disk is in the desk.
4. Sit on the seat.
5. So you saw him?
6. That is not the right note.
7. Is this easy?
8. Did you eat it?
9. The newer chip is cheap.
10.Does he still steal?

Read the paragraphs and discuss the meaning of the underlined idioms. Then answer the 
question.

1-I told Ann her hair looked more beautiful than I had ever seen it. I really put my 
foot in my mouth, because she was wearing a wig.

Tell about a time when you put your foot in your mouth.

2-Jane’s husband wanted her to buy a sports car, but Jane wanted a van. Jane put 
her foot down and they bought the van.

If you put your foot down about something, does your spouse do what you want?

3-Let’s go out to eat. Last time you paid, so this time I’ll foot the bill. Let me chip in. 
I ordered a very expensive bottle of wine.

Who usually foots the bill when you go out with your family? Do your parents foot 
the bill, or do you both pay? Who foots the bill when you’re out with friends? 
How do you usually divide up the bill if everyone is chipping in?

4-John and I talked and talked, but could never agree. We don’t see eye to eye on 
this issue. I think we will just have to agree to disagree.

Is there an issue that you and your wife/husband don’t see eye to eye on?

5-Diane had a temper tantrum. She slammed the door so hard that it broke. She had 
to face the music when her father came home. He was really angry that she 
broke the door.

Did you do something as a youth that resulted in your facing the music?



6-The council voted in favor of building a new park, but the mayor didn’t want to 
spend the money. The mayor had to back down. He wasn’t able to face down the 
whole council. I think the park will be built soon.

In an argument, are you the one that usually backs down?  

7-My nosey aunt always tries to find out who I’m dating. I’m really tired of her trying 
to discover who my friends are. I wish she would stay out of my business.

Do you have a nosey relative? How do you handle it?

8-Joe has a new sports car and it is his pride and joy. He washes and waxes it every 
weekend and he won’t even drive it if it’s raining.

Do you have a possession that is your pride and joy? Is there a person who is your 
pride and joy?

9-Jim is a competitive swimmer and usually wins, but he also psychs out his 
opponents by spitting in their lane just before the starting gun goes off.

Have you ever psyched out an opponent in a competition?  Do you get psyched out 
easily before you have to do something a little scary, like a job interview or a 
speech?  How can you avoid being psyched out?

10-My uncle just turned 50. He quit his job, bought a motorcycle and took off on a 
driving trip across the country. I told him he was a little old to be sowing his wild 
oats , but he explained that he married and went to work immediately after high 
school. He worked for the next 30 years to support his family. Now he wanted to 
be carefree and on his own. He wanted to have some fun.

Do you know anyone who is sowing their wild oats, or who would like to sow their 
wild oats.? 

11-My parents are in Ireland now. Earlier they were in Greece, France and Italy.  I 
couldn’t figure out how they were able to afford all this traveling. But apparently 
they’ve been squirreling away money for years planning to travel when they 
retired.

Do you squirrel away money with a future goal in mind?  What would you like to do 
when you retire?

12-My father is such a stick-in-the-mud. He doesn’t use a computer, doesn’t own a 
cell phone and has never played a video game. He is so far behind the times.

Do you embrace all the newest technology?  Would you stand in line for hours for 
the newest Iphone?  Do the older people in your family keep up with technology? 
Who in your family is the most “up to date” with technology?


