
FUMC 11-15-2018 Advanced Lesson

Pronunciation: Thanksgiving begins with the TH sound. Some students have a hard time 
pronouncing the TH. Try these words:

THANKSGIVING:

If you are seated at Thanksgiving dinner and someone asks you to “give thanks”, what are 
they asking you to do? 

Make a list of people, things or conditions for which you are thankful. Talk about the items 
on your list. 

The Pilgrims that established Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts in 1620 were Separatists. 
They believed that they could not continue to worship in the Church of England because it 
was a corrupting influence. They believed in very simple worship. They wore black or brown 
clothes and did not want to see their preachers in fancy robes with gold decorations. They 
did't like decorations in their churches or even stained glass windows. Any practice or 
tradition that was not mentioned in the Bible should not be followed. They looked to the 
scriptures rather than a higher church authority to determine how to worship. Because they 
didn't want to follow the rules of the Church of England, they were called non-conformists. 
To conform is to follow the rules, standards and law. Non-conformists, don't conform. Are 
you a non-conformist when it comes to religion? Are your religious beliefs different than 
most people in your country? Does that create difficulties for you?  Should people who won't 
conform to the religious rules of the country be punished?

From the Pilgrims perspective: The Pilgrims arrived in a strange land with little to support 
them but some tools and a will to thrive. They almost died the first winter with poor shelter 
and little food. But their first harvest in 1621 was plentiful and they took time to feast and 
give thanks. Compare your experiences in coming to “a new world”. What difficulties did you 
experience? Did you have trouble finding a place to live and getting used to new types of 
food? 

The Pilgrims experience with the Indians the first year or two was good. The Indians helped 
them survive. How was your experience your first year here with Americans. In what ways did 
they help you survive? Were there times when you felt like Americans were “the enemy”? 
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For Americans, Thanksgiving is a time to take a break and unite with family and friends over 
a big meal. It is a time to be thankful for all that we have. Do you have a similar holiday in 
your country? Talk about it. 

Thanksgiving Vocabulary:

After the Thanksgiving meal, someone might say, “Stick around. We’re going to watch the 
ballgame.” What do they mean? 

After dinner, you might want to stretch your legs. What does that mean? 

pilgrim: person who journeys to a sacred place. 

Cold turkey: to suddenly and completely stop doing something, especially bad habits. Have 
you ever quit something “cold turkey”?

Trimmings: extras that accompany the turkey. Describe a big meal you have at holidays. Be 
sure to tell about all the trimmings. 

Eat like a bird: to eat only a small amount. Is there anyone in your family that eats like a 
bird? Do others try to encourage them to eat? Is overeating considered a bad thing in your 
culture? Is it bad manners if you don't finish everything on your plate?

Sweet tooth: a love for sugary foods. Do you have a sweet tooth? What are your favorite 
sweet foods? 


