
FUMC ESL Low Intermediate Lesson 12  A Japanese Tour


Words that end in S or Z are frequently pronounced the same.


But other times they are pronounced differently:


Read Lesson 12 in That's Life (pg 70) 

1. What level of school is Giselle?

2. What is the language requirement at Giselle's school?

3. What language is Giselle taking?

4. Why does Giselle want to drop the class?

5. Who does Giselle's dad talk to?

6. Who is Mr. Sato?

7. How often does the tutor come to their home?

8. What grade does Giselle make on her final report card?

9. Why does Giselle not have to take Japanese any more?

10. Is Giselle happy that she doesn't have to take more Japanese?


Match these words to their definition. 

Look at Mr. Sato's business card on page 73. Answer these questions. 
1. What is Mr. Sato's first name?

2. How many years of experience does he have?

3. How much does he charge?

4. What is his area code?  

5. What is his phone number?

6. Does he tutor elementary students?


 lives - lies lives - size  wives - wise rise - size

knives - wives maze - raise days - daze rose - doze

fuss - fuzz dose - doze buses - buzzes price - prize

junior a person who gives advice

grade an eleventh grade student

tutor something that you have to do

semester a teacher who can help students individually

counselor one half of a school year

requirement a mark for schoolwork, such as A, B, C, D, F



Students read and answer the questions. 
Jose lives in Mexico City. He is a high school student. Next year, Jose wants be an exchange 
student. Exchange students spend a year in the United States. They attend high school in the 
United States. Exchange students live with an American family. Jose told his counselor he 
wants to be an exchange student. There is only one problem. Jose does not speak English. 
Jose's counselor talks to him.

Counselor: Jose you must sign up for the English class this semester. I will check your 
schedule to see that you signed up for the English class. 

Jose: I can't take the English class this semester. I have to take math, science, history and art. 
They are all hard courses. I can't add English to my schedule. I won't have time to study all of 
those courses.

Counselor: Jose, you know you must take English. Speaking English is a requirement for all 
exchange students. You cannot go to an American high school if you don't speak English. You 
would fail all your classes.

Jose: My father said he would get me a tutor. The tutor will teach me English every Saturday. 

Counselor: Jose, you cannot learn English if you just study it once a week. You must attend 
English class every day. If you don't sign up for the English class, I will not approve your 
application to be an exchange student.

Jose: If I study hard each Saturday, I know I can learn English well. You can test me at the end 
of the semester. I promise I will pass an English test.


1. Is the English class a requirement for exchange students?

2. Why does Jose say he can't take the English class?

3. What did Jose's father say?

4. How often would Jose study with the tutor?

5. Will the counselor approve Jose's application if he doesn't take the English class?

6. If Jose passes the English test at the end of the semester, do you think the counselor will approve 

his application for exchange student?

7. Do you think Jose will be able to pass the English test after studying once a week for one semester?

8. How long have you studied English?

9. Did you have a tutor to help you learn English?

10. Did you take English classes at school?

11. Is it easier to learn English when you are living in an English speaking country?

12. Is English a requirement in high school in your country?

13. What languages do you speak?

14. What subjects did you study in high school?  Which one did you like the best? Which one did you 

like the least?

15. Did your high school have a counselor to advise you about courses? What good advice did your 

counselor give you.

16. Do people understand you when you speak English here?  What sounds or words do you have 

difficulty pronouncing?

12. If you had a chance to be an exchange student in high school, would you do it? Why or why not?


