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absence: someone’s absence from a place means they are not there. EX: The teacher recorded John’s 
absence from school.  EX: The letters arrived in her absence. EX: My husband’s frequent absences from 
work made his boss suspicious.
Absent-minded means forgetful. We have a phrase, “the absent-minded professor” to mean someone 
who is very intelligent, but forgets their daily responsibilities. For example, the absent-minded professor 
might forget to put on socks with his shoes because he is thinking about his research. 

1-Are you an absent-minded person? 
2-Is your spouse absent-minded? 
3-Can you give an example of something you did when you were absent-minded? 
4-In the military if you do not report when you are ordered, you are referred to as AWOL (absent without 
leave). Have you ever gotten in trouble for being absent?
5-An absentee is someone who is absent. 6-An absentee landlord is a landlord that lives far away from 
the property he owns. Are you an absentee landlord?

glitters: something that shines and sparkles. EX: The sunlight made the water glitter. 
We talk about the glitter of Hollywood. Many people in Hollywood are wealthy. They wear expensive gold 
jewelry and clothes and drive fancy cars. 

1-Would you like to live in Hollywood? 
2-Would you enjoy a life of gold and glitter?
3-Would you rather have a fancy piece of jewelry or a new book?

dull: this can be the opposite of glitters. Something that does not shine. EX: This car wax will repair the 
dull finish of your old car. 
You can also talk about a person as dull. EX: John is so boring and uninteresting. He is so dull.

1-What subjects in school did you find dull?
2-Would you find a lecture on astronomy exciting or dull?

fond: If you are fond of someone, you like them. EX: I am very fond of my husband’s mother.

1-Tell about a person you are very fond of.
2-Are you fond of children?
3-Are you fond of ice cream?
4-Are you fonder of ice cream than you are of hot chocolate?
5-What dessert are you fondest of?

idle: not working. This adjective usually describes someone you disapprove of who is being lazy. EX: The 
office was filled with idle workers reading newspapers. 
Machines that are not in action are called idle.
When your car is stopped, but your engine is on, you are idling.

1-What do you do with your idle time?
2-Do you enjoy being idle or do you prefer being busy?

part: used as a verb it means to separate. EX She parted with her boyfriend after she caught him with 
another woman. 
A part can be the place on your head where you separate the hairs into different directions.
If someone parts their lips, they open their mouths a little.



1-Have you ever had to part with something you really loved?
2-Do you part your hair?

English Sayings
We have a saying, “Absence makes the heart grow fonder.” This means that when you are away from 
someone you love, you love them even more. Do you think this is true? Give an example of when this 
saying applied to you. Have you ever had the opposite experience?

Another saying is, “Actions speak louder than words.” this means that what a person does is more 
important than what they say they will do. Give an example of a person who says they will do things, but 
never follows through. How do you feel about people that promise more than they can deliver?

All that glitters is not gold. In other words appearances can be deceiving. Have you ever been fooled by 
something that you thought was valuable, but was not? 

Read these sayings and tell what you think they mean. Tell if you have a similar saying 
in your native country.

All is fair in love and war.
All’s well that ends well.
An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.
An idle brain is the devil’s workshop.
A fool and his money are soon parted.
A stitch in time saves nine.
A watched pot never boils.

Match these sentences with the sayings above.
1.I wish we had addressed this problem at the very beginning instead of waiting until it is a bigger 
problem.
2.If my teenager has too much time on his hands he is liable to get into a lot of trouble.
3.I’m going to take a little vacation from work to let my brain recharge.
4.John makes bad decisions that cause him to lose money.
5.Joe tricked a girl he liked into meeting him at the tennis court by telling her she had won a free tennis 
lesson.
6.I have been at the airport for an hour waiting for my sweetheart’s plane to land. It seems  that I’ve been 
here forever.
7.The ride to the cabin was long and very bumpy, but now that we’ve arrived we’re very happy.
8.If you eat right, you can stay healthy.

Discuss:
Which of the sayings in today’s lesson is new to you?
Which of these sayings do you like the best? Why?
Which of these sayings do you think is wrong?


