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You should do something - it is a good thing to do. You can use should to give advice or an opinion.
Ex: You look tired. You should go to bed.
The government should do more to reduce crime.
Should we invite Sue to the party?

Should is not as strong as “must” or “have to”. 
You might tell your child, “You must apologize for hitting your sister.” If you tell them they  “should 
apologize” you are suggesting, but not requiring them to do it.

You can use “ought to” instead of should.
Examples: Do you think I ought to apply for that job?
Jack ought not tease Gina about her boyfriend.
I studied so hard that I ought to pass the test.

Complete these sentences with should (have) + verb. Use the verb in parenthese. The first one is 
done for you.
(pass)  Diane should pass the exam. She’s been studying hard.

(come) You missed a great party last night. You _______________________________.

(come) We don’t see you enough. You ________________________ and see us more often.

(do) I’m sorry that I didn’t take your advice. I __________________ what you said.

(win) I’m playing tennis with Hal tomorrow. He ______________________ because he is a much better 

player.

(arrive) I mailed the letter three days ago, so it _________________________ by now.

(have)My parents felt that we ____________________dinner with them each week.

(demand) I ______________________ a refund since the show was cancelled.

(talk) I ____________________ to my child’s teacher about the bad grades.

Write a should or ought to  sentence for each of these situations. The first one is done for you

Liz has a mean boyfriend.  She ought to break up with him.
Your salary is too low.
Jack always has difficulty getting up.
What a beautiful painting!
Your view is gorgeous!
She wastes lots of gas looking for a parking place.
This room isn’t very interesting.
This restaurant is too crowded.
The tickets to the play were too expensive.



The children look tired.
Mother is feeling sick.
Bill and Mary don’t like to eat fish.
All the hotel rooms in town were filled.
That man on the motorcycle is not wearing a helmet.
Tina is really late!
I have a bad cold.
I have to walk home after dark.

Discussion:
What should you do if your child watches too much TV?

What should you do if your friend tells your secret without your permission?

Should parents discipline their children in public?

Should teenage girls be allowed to wear what they want?

Should teenagers have a curfew?

What should you do if a neighbor you don’t like invites you to dinner?

What if people ask you personal questions you don’t want to answer?

Should talking on cell phones while driving be illegal?

Should owning a gun be a crime?


