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Most  of this lesson will be listening practice. You will be listening to a conversation, then 
answering questions. Because I do not want you to practice in advance, you will be 
given the lesson in class on Thursday.

Things to do in Austin
For those of you who will be in Austin this summer, here are some suggestions of ways to entertain 
yourself and the family.

Explore Zilker Park
Zilker Park in the heart of the city is busting with free activities. Play on the playscape then take a train 
ride with the kids. Or take a swim in icy cold Barton Springs.There is a shallow wading area at the far end 
of Barton Springs which is a perfect place to take kids to splash in the puddles. Take a stroll along the 
hike and bike path along Ladybird Lake. You can park under the MoPac pedestrian bridge and walk to the 
Lamar or First Street bridge where you can cross over the river and walk down the other side. You can 
also rent a canoe or kayak to explore Ladybird Lake on your own.

Bat-Watching
Watch the bats come out under Congress Avenue Bridge. The Congress Avenue Bridge spans Town Lake 
in downtown Austin and is home to the largest urban bat colony in North America.  The colony is 
estimated at 1.5 million Mexican free-tail bats.   Each night from mid-March to November, the bats 
emerge from under the bridge at dusk to blanket the sky as they head out to forage for food.  This event 
has become one of the most spectacular and unusual tourist attractions in Texas.  The most spectacular 
bat flights are during hot, dry August nights, when multiple columns of bats emerge.  There are several 
points from which to view the event, and an information kiosk is located on the north bank of the river, just 
east of the bridge.

Electric Boat Tours
A fun way to see the bats is by taking an Austin Riverboat Tour
From March to October you can cruise in a 35’ electric cruiser on Ladybird Lake to see the bats. Prices 
are $10 for adults, $7 for children, 2 yrs and under are free. These trips leave about an hour before 
sunset. You can also tour during the day. One hour narrated tours leave the dock at 3PM on Saturday and 
Sunday. Prices are the same as for the bat tour. For reservations call: 327-1388

Segway Tours
Climb aboard a self-balancing, battery propelled Segway and follow your guide through a tour of Austin 
landmarks including Ladybird Lake, Congress Street Bridge, the Texas State Capitol, UT Tower and more. 
Prices range from $50 for a one hour tour to $75 for a 2.5 hour tour that takes in all the sites.

Tiny Dancers
Nightclubs and children don’t usually mix--until now. On the first Saturday of the month, Qua Bottle 
Lounge morphs from swanky downtown club to kid’s paradise during the Little Lounge Lizards dance 
party. Families can spin and twirl on the dance floor while a DJ spins family-friendly hits from the 70’s 
through today. 1 to 4 PM May 1st, June 5th, July 3rd and August 7th. $9 in advance, $10.50 at the door. 
213 W. 4th St. 472-2782

Tour Inner Space Cavern
Just 24 miles up the road from Austin on I-35 is a cave formed millions of years ago. Tour the cave for 
$17.95 for adults, $9.95 for kids from 4-12. Children under 4 tour free. Year round temperature in the cave 
is 72 degrees, so it’s a great hangout during the dog days of August.

Picnic at Mt. Bonnell
Mt. Bonnell is the highest point in Austin and has a beautiful view of Lake Austin. Be prepared for a steep 
hike up the steps. Take a lunch or snack to eat while you enjoy the view. Mt. Bonnell is on Mt. Bonnell Rd. 
Exit 35th street from MoPac and go west. Take a right on Mt. Bonnell Rd and follow to the sign. Park at 
the bottom and begin the trek to the top.


