
FUMC ESL   6-29-2010   Number Idioms

We use many idioms that have numbers in them. Here are a few.

back to square one
After hours of talk, we couldn’t come up with a solution. So tomorrow, we’re back to square one.

one too many
My brother had one too many drinks last night, so my sister drove him home.

in one ear and out the other
The teacher told the kids to start the homework early, but it went in one ear and out the other.

look out for number one
My neighbor is so selfish. He is always looking out for number one.

one good turn deserves another
I helped my neighbor repair his car after he helped me move my piano. One good turn deserves another.

one man’s trash is another man’s treasure
My friend loves to go to garage sales. One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.

one to a customer
The appliance store is offering a huge sale on DVD players, but it’s one to a customer.

two strikes against 
That man has no education and no experience, so he’s got two strikes against him from the start.

kill two birds with one stone
I can drop you at the airport when I go pick up the laundry. That will kill two birds with one stone.

put two and two together
I didn’t know who was calling me over and over until I saw the school phone number on my caller id. I put 
two and two together and figured out it was my son trying to get me to come pick him up.

dressed to the nines
I was embarrassed when I showed up at the party dressed to the nines and everyone else was in shorts 
and t-shirts.

on cloud nine
My sister just landed a job at Dell and she is on cloud nine.
 
have someone’s number
I had that guys number as soon as I saw him. I knew he was not someone to be trusted.

one’s days are numbered
The generals days were numbered after he insulted the president.

forty winks
I got up so early this morning. I think I’ll try to get in forty winks this afternoon.



Which idiom would you use for this situation.

1.There were so many problems with the design, we decided to ___________________.
2.I was ____________________ when I found out I had won $10,000.
3.Don’t expect John to help you with any of your problems. He ____________________.
4.After a shopping trip at an expensive store, she came home ______________________.
5.Mother is taking a nap now. I could use ______________________ myself.
6.My _____________________________because I’m due to return home at the end of next month.
7.Did Mother figure out where we were last night. I’m sure she ___________________ when she saw the 
concert tickets in my purse.
8.The store is selling cases of Coke for a really cheap price. I’d get one for each of us, but the 
advertisement said it was limited to _____________________________.
9.Mother met Jill’s boyfriend last night and somehow she knew he had dropped out of school and lost his 
job. She really _____________________________.
10. Jim was going to give away his old TV, but I told him I’d love to have it. _______________________.

Discuss
What are some things you tell kids that go in one ear and out the other?
Have you ever driven a friend home who had one too many?
In your country, are their stiff penalties for driving after having one too many?
Do you know anyone who only looks out for number one?
Describe a time when you did something for a friend who had done something for you.
Have you ever taken something that someone left out for the trash pickup?
How do you feel about flea markets and garage sales?
Describe a time when you killed two birds with one stone.
Describe a time when you put two and two together.
Have you ever over-dressed for an event?
What would put you on cloud nine?
Are your days in the US numbered?
Were your parents good at putting two and two together when you were trying to hide something?


