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VOCABULARY: Today’s lesson looks at 3 adjectives from a list of the 150 most common adjectives in 
English. 

bitter: 1)a sharp, unpleasant taste EX: I don’t like coffee without sugar and milk because it tastes too 
bitter. 2) harsh and unpleasant EX: After the divorce, his ex-wife was very bitter and would not speak to 
him. She still feels bitterness towards him. 3)extremely cold EX: It can be bitterly cold during the winter in 
Moscow. A bitter wind blew the snow into our faces as we walked.

Conversation:
Ann: Would you like a cup of coffee, Jill? I just made a fresh pot.
Jill: No thanks. I never learned to like coffee. It tastes so bitter.
Ann: Have you tried putting milk in it? That cuts the bitterness.
Jill: I am allergic to milk.
Ann: Oh, well I guess that won’t work. But you need something to warm you up on this bitterly cold day. 
How about some hot tea?
Jill: That would be wonderful. Do you have any decaf?
Ann: I don’t have decaf, but I have several herbal teas that don’t have caffeine in them.
Jill: I would love some herbal tea. Thank you. I need something to warm me up before I walk home in that 
bitter wind.

feeble: 1)physically weak EX: Grandpa has gotten feeble since he had the stroke. He can barely walk to 
the bathroom without help. 2)weak or ineffective EX: The student gave a feeble excuse for being late to 
class.

hollow: 1)having empty space inside EX: The little girl curled up in the hollow of the tree. I believe there is 
a hollow space behind this wall. 2) a valley between mountains EX: The new arrivals settled in the 
hollows of the Appalachian Mountains. 3) feeling of emptiness inside EX: I have felt hollow since moving 
away from my family. I don’t feel connected to anyone here. IDIOM: hollow out (to make a space in the 
middle of something) EX: The cook hollowed out the apple and stuffed cinnamon and sugar inside.

Conversation:
Amy: How are you Grandpa?
Grandpa: Not so well, Amy. I am feeling pretty feeble these days. I can’t get up the stairs at all now. And I 
have to ask your grandmother to help me get to the bedroom. 
Amy: It’s good that Grandma is still able to help you. Some people have to  go to nursing homes after 
they have a stroke.
Grandpa: I’ll never leave my home. I love living here in this hollow. I can watch the sun go down behind 
the mountains. I enjoy looking out the window at the deer and birds.  I would feel hollow inside if I couldn’t 
live in my own home.
Amy: I can understand that, Grandpa. We will do everything we can to help you stay here.

DISCUSSION:
Do you prefer coffee, tea, milk, soft drinks or water? Which do you drink with meals? Which do you drink 
most of during the day? Americans drink lots of soft drinks during the day and with meals. Is this common 
in your country? Which of these drinks is bad for you? Some people favor putting high taxes on soft 
drinks to discourage people from drinking them. Do you think this is a good idea?

Is divorce common in your country? Do you know anyone who has been involved in a bitter divorce. 
Some people are able to be divorced and still be friends. Do you know anyone like this?



Have you ever lived in a place with bitter winters? What did you do to stay warm? What did people do for 
entertainment during the winter? Do you like really cold weather? 

In your country, is it common for people to move to some new place when they retire? For example, here 
people sometimes move to resorts that have golf courses and activities for seniors. Is that something you 
would consider doing when you retired? What did your parents or grandparents do when they retired?

TOEFL Listening Exercise:

1. How will the woman get to the airport?
a-She will get a ride with the man.
b-She will ride the airport shuttle.
c-She will drive her car.
d-She will rent a car.

2. What does the woman want to eat?
a-She would like eggs and potatoes.
b-She wants eggs and pancakes.
c-She wants to eat potato pancakes.
d-Pancakes is what she would like to eat.

3. How many boxes of cookies did the man order?
a-The man bought one box of cookies.
b-The man ordered four boxes of cookies.
c-He purchased five boxes of cookies.
d-He did not order any cookies this year.

4.What does the man suspect?
a-The woman needs new glasses.
b-The woman has high blood pressure.
c-The woman has serious headaches.
d-The woman is suffering from stress.

5. For which class must the woman begin to prepare?
a-She must begin writing a paper for her history class.
b-She must start writing up her laboratory assignments for her chemistry class.
c-She must begin studying for her English examination.
d-She must begin studying for her French examination.


