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Listening Exercise: Listen to these  flight announcements. Tell your group what was said.

First announcement:

Second announcement:

Conversation Practice: Read the conversation aloud, then explain to your group what is 
happening. You may want to read each conversation twice.

A: I have the aisle seat,. You’re in the center seat.
B: Maybe we’ll get lucky and the window seat will be open. I love to sit in the window seat so I can look 
out.
A: Really? I prefer the aisle seat because I can stretch my legs out into the aisle. My legs get cramped 
sitting in those small seats.

C: We should go immediately to the baggage claim area to look for our suitcases.
D: I didn’t check any luggage. I only have a carry-on bag. I always travel light when I’m on business trips.
C: That bag doesn’t look so light. I’m surprised the gate agent let you on the flight with that big bag.
D: It’s not so big. It fit in the overhead bin easily.

E: Is your connecting flight at a nearby gate.
F: We are arriving at Terminal A, gate 10. My next flight leaves from Terminal E, gate 40.  So I would have 
to say, no.
E: That’s a long walk. Do you want to take the train?
F: I’m not sure where to get on the train.
E: I’ll show you. There is a train stop at the next gate.
F: I need to stop in a rest room for a minute.
E: Go ahead. I’ll watch your luggage for you.

G: I feel ill. Could you please call the flight attendant?
H: Sure, I’ll push the call button. Can I help you in some way?
G: I think I’ll be alright. I’m just feeling a little light headed. It’s very hot in here.
H: I’ll turn the air so that it blows on your face. Is that better?

J: I struck up a conversation with the man across the aisle. He and his fiance are traveling to Mexico to 
get married. This is the first time she has ever flown and she is quite nervous.
K: Her face is as white as a ghost. She looks so scared.
J: It’s too bad because she should be happy about flying off with her handsome fiance to get married. But 
she is so frightened of flying she is making herself sick.
K: Fortunately the flight is not a long one.

L: It took forever to get through the security checkpoint. The woman in front of me had a bag full of 
cosmetics, so it slowed the line down.
M: I hate it when that happens. I was a little slow going through today because I forgot to wear slip on 
shoes. I had to sit down and lace up my boots after I went through the line.

Vocabulary: Read this airplane announcement. Match the words in bold to the definitions. Fill in the 
vocabulary words in the sentences below.



 Please put your tray tables in upright, locked position. Be sure to fasten your seat belt securely. In the 
event of emergency, oxygen masks will drop down. Place the mask on yourself first, then help others. 
There is a flotation pillow under your seat. Alcoholic beverages are available for a small fee. 

tightly locked or well protected
something that floats on the surface of a liquid
to attach one thing to another. Examples include button, zipper, pen, hook, buckle
a drink that contains alcohol
sitting or standing up straight AND having a moral character.
something worn over the face to protect or disguise AND to cover up something

1.The wind blew so hard against me I couldn’t stand ______________.
2.Beer and wine are examples of __________________________.
3.We used the empty water bottles for ___________. They kept us from sinking to the bottom.
4.Tom is very honest and moral. He always tells the truth and follows his principles. He is the most 
____________ man I know.
5.John _______________ his feelings of dislike for Sarah’s boyfriend.
6.That dress is hard to put on without help because it __________ with a long zipper that goes all the way 
up the back.
7.You should tie your patio furniture down _______________ because the high winds will blow it away.
8.I couldn’t see the burglars faces because they wore ______________.

Phrasal verbs: Read the sentence and tell what the underlined words mean.
I struck up a conversation with the passenger in the next seat.
See if you can find out why the plane is delayed.
I’m looking forward to my trip to Spain next month.
I brought a book along to pass the time while waiting for my flight.

Discuss in your group:

Do you travel light or do you like to take lots of luggage?
How do you usually book flights? Do you have favorite travel sites? 
Which is most important in choosing a flight: price, number of stops or length of flight.
Have you ever missed a flight because your connection was too close?
What’s the longest flight you have ever been on?
How do you avoid jet lag?
Rank the following cities in the order of places you would like to fly to: Mexico City, New York City, 
London, Paris, Beijing
Do you ever strike up a conversation with strangers on a plane? Have you met anyone interesting this 
way?
What do you like to do to pass the time on a long flight?
How do you like airport food?
Do you frequently have trouble at security checks?
What are you looking forward to doing in the next month?
Are their people you have to mask your feelings around? ......for example friends of your spouse that you 
don’t care for or relatives you don’t like


