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Pronunciation of “ed” endings

Final ed is pronounced “T” after the the following ending sounds: k,p,s,ch,sh,f.
Examples: Looked, clapped, missed, watched, finished, laughed

Final ed is pronounced “D” after the following sounds: l,v,n,b and all vowel sounds
Examples: Smelled, saved, cleaned, robbed, played

Final ed is pronounced after t and d sounds. The sound ed adds a whole syllable to a word.
Examples: Decided, needed, wanted, invited

Practice pronouncing these words.

Talked
Sobbed
Graded
Asked
Helped
Watched
Filled
Defended

Poured
Waited
Enjoyed
Loaded
Roamed
Kissed
Halted
Laughed

Dried
Believed
Judged
Counted
Added
Boxed
Rested 
Pushed

Practice pronouncing these sentences.
1. Jane blinked and yawned.
2. We hoped for the best.
3. She mopped the kitchen floor, vacuumed the carpet, and dusted the furniture.
4. The concert lasted for two hours.
5. She tapped the top of her desk.
6. He described his house.
7. They demanded to know the answer.
8. Alice pushed and I pulled.
9. He handed me his dictionary.
10. Jack tooted his horn.
11. They asked us to help them.
12. With the coming of spring, the river flooded.
13. The airplane departed at six and landed at eight.
14. My friend jumped up and down and shouted when she got the news.

Vocabulary:

Beside: Something that is beside something else is at the side of it or next to it. Example: Beside his plate was a 
stack of napkins. I moved to sit beside the pretty girl. If you are “beside yourself” with anger or excitement, you are 
extremely angry or excited. I was beside myself when Jackie Chan walked into the bar. If something is “beside the 
point”, it is not relevant to the topic. Example: The fact that your dog hasn’t ever bitten anyone before is beside the 
point.
Besides: Besides something means in addition to it. Example: I think she has many good qualities besides being 
beautiful. Besides can be used to make an additional point. Example: I don’t need any help. Besides I’m almost 
finished. 

Choose the correct word for each sentence.
1. Are you taking anyone to the theatre besides/beside Jan?
2. It’s too late to go out tonight. Besides/beside, I have a big test tomorrow that I need to study for.



3. Put the vase down on the table besides/beside the books.
4. I don’t really love her. Whether you love her or not is beside/besides the point.
5. Beside/besides Jerry, who was at the apartment?
6. Who was that woman sitting besides/beside Carolyn?
7. May I sit beside/besides you?
8. After he dented my door, I was so beside/besides myself I couldn’t talk.
9. Should I hang my coat beside/besides yours?
10. Are you doing anything Friday besides/beside going to the movie?

 
Stereotypes
Humans tend to stereotype people. That is, we put them into classifications and decide everyone in that classification  
has the same characteristics. For example, many Americans believe that all Asians are very good at math. I’m sure 
there are Asians that are not good at math. So this is a stereotype. Here are some other stereotypes.

All Italians are in the mob.
All Irishmen are drunks.
All blondes are dumb.
All Muslims are terrorists.
All Americans talk loudly.
All Americans are fat.
All Americans are rich.

What stereotypes did you have about America?
What are some stereotypes women have about men. What stereotypes do men have of women?
What stereotypes do we have about French people? people from England? other countries?

Slang Expressions
Match the slang expression in the left column with the meaning in the right.

Hang in there! I sympathize with you.

Cut it out. Where do you want to go?

Need a lift? Don’t be a coward.

Do you follow me? Don’t give up. Keep trying.

I feel your pain. a dull person who doesn’t want to have fun

I bet your pardon. Stop doing that.

Don’t be a wuss. a fun person who everyone loves to have at parties

a party pooper. What did you say?

Where to? Do you understand?

life of the party Do you need a ride?


