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Listening Exercise:

Where is there a big crowd of people?
Who is the celebrity?
Why is she here?
What is the charity raising money for?
How many people die every day from this problem?

Definitions for just:

If you say that something has just happened, you mean that it happened a very short time ago. 
Ex: I’ve just bought a new car. The accident just happened.

You can use just to indicate that something is not very important.  Ex: It’s just a suggestion. Come 
in, I was just reading the paper.

You use just to indicate a small amount or degree Ex: Her hand was just visible. I just made it on 
the plane. I’ll be ready in just a minute.

You use just to emphasize the word or phrase following it. Ex: She just won’t relax. This work is 
just too hard. I just can’t do it.

Just can mean exactly. EX: This is just what the doctor ordered. That is just what I needed.

Just can also be used to describe a situation that is fair. Ex: It’s a just cause he is fighting for. 

Practice these conversations and answer the questions.

Abby:  It’s time you went home. You just told me how angry your parents would be if you were 
late. 
Ben: I am going to stay just five more minutes.
Abby: Just go. Now!

Why does Abby want Ben to go home right away?

Cal: It was just over 100 degrees yesterday.
Della: It’s just so hot this summer. I can’t stand it.
Cal: Just try to remember how this heat feels next winter when we are freezing.

How does Cal think they will feel about heat next winter?

Elly: Knock, knock. Can I come in?
Fara: Sure, come on in. I was just picking up the den. The kids just left and everything is so 
messy.
Elly: Kids just don’t get it, do they? I tell them, “pick up after yourselves”, but they just don’t listen.
Fara: That’s just the way it is, these days. Kids don’t think about all we moms do for them.

How do these women feel about their kids? 

Discussion:

Justice is a word that means fairness in the way people are treated. We pride ourselves on 
having a “just” society. What does it mean to have a just society? Here are some examples of 
things that happen in some countries. In your group, decide whether these statements are true of 
a just society.



•Women are not allowed to go to school or vote.
•People are not allowed to drink until they are 21.
•People who criticize the government can be arrested.
•People who ride a motorcycle without a helmet have to pay a fine.
•People are not allowed to travel without government permission.
•The government can legally kill someone who been found guilty of murder.

Justify means to prove right. For example, in the U.S. you are justified in shooting someone who 
breaks into your home. We say this is justified because that person came into your home to harm 
you or steal your possessions. You are allowed to defend yourself with a weapon. You are 
justified.

Usually we justify things that some people might not think are right. For example, I justify buying 
organic produce because it is healthier for my body. My father criticizes me for spending extra 
money on food. So I feel like I have to justify myself to him.

Sentence examples:
The high price of organic milk is justified because it does not have harmful chemicals in it.
The woman was justified in slapping the man because he was trying to steal her purse.
The government is justified in fining people who throw trash on the ground.

Give an example of something you are justified in doing. This may be something you have been 
criticized for, but feel you have a good reason for doing.

Do you agree with these statements:
•Universities are justified in giving preference to African-American students because they did not 
have equal opportunities in the past.
•A woman is justified in divorcing her husband if he has an affair.
•A parent is justified in requiring a teenager to move out of their house if he is selling illegal drugs 
from that house.

STOP! DO NOT READ BEFORE THE LESSON! This is part of a listening exercise.
Voice 1: There’s a big crowd of people over at the theatre. What’s going on?
Voice 2: They are waiting for Gwyneth Paltrow to arrive.
Voice 1: Gwyneth Paltrow! She’s a big movie star. What’s she doing in Austin?
Voice 2: She’s hear for a charity dinner. 
Voice 1: What kind of charity?
Voice 2: They are raising money for victims of land mines. Did you know 65 people a day get 
blown up in Afghanistan because of land mines? And most of those people are children. 
Voice 1: That’s awful. I’m glad she’s helping that cause.


