
FUMC ESL 2-3-2011  Apologies,Compliments, Excuses

Choose the correct word.
1.I owe you a(n) compliment/apology/excuse for my actions yesterday.
2.My boss complimented/apologized/excused my speech.
3.My boss complimented/apologized/excused for my speech.
4.My boss compliments/apologizes/excuses the women from hauling the heavy tanks.
5.My boss compliments/apologizes/excuses to the women for having them haul the heavy tanks.
6.There is no compliment/apology/excuse for his actions.
7.My boss said no compliment/apology/excuse was needed. He understood it wasn’t my fault.
8.My husband always compliments/ apologizes/excuses me when I make a mistake.
9.My husband always compliments/apologizes/excuses me when I cook for him.
10.No one loves compliments/apologies/excuses more than I.

When someone compliments you, they say something nice about you. EX: I love your short haircut. It 
makes you look younger.
When someone apologizes, they say they are sorry for something they have done. EX: I am so sorry I did 
not send you a birthday card on your birthday.
When someone makes an excuse, they give a reason why something wasn’t done. EX: I would have 
come to your party, but I didn’t have a ride.

You can apologize, accept an apology, owe an apology or make no apologies. What is the difference? 
Look at these sentences and explain the different meanings
1. I apologize for my sister’s rude behavior.
2. Please accept my apology for my sister’s rude behavior.
3. I owe you an apology for the way my sister behaved last night.
4. I make no apologies for my sister’s behavior. The man she insulted was quite rude and deserved it.

You can give a compliment, pay a compliment, accept a compliment or return the compliment. Read 
these sentences, then explain the difference.
1.Sara gave me a compliment on my speech.
2.Sara paid me a nice compliment when she said my speech was funny.
3.It is always hard for me to accept compliments. I never know what to say.
4.When Sara said she enjoyed my speech, I returned the compliment. Her speech was one of the 
funniest I have ever heard.

You can make an excuse ,listen to an excuse or be excused. We say, “excuse me”, when we bump into 
someone. Sometimes we give an excuse with an apology. EX: I’m so sorry I didn’t call last night. By the 
time I arrived it was too late. I didn’t want to disturb you. We ask to be excused from an assignment or 
from the dinner table. EX: Mom, I’m finished. May I please be excused? May I be excused from attending 
the lecture tomorrow? I’m not feeling well.

A “back handed compliment” is a compliment that is partly an insult. EX: You look very nice, for a woman 
of your age. Your son is more handsome than I expected. You’re a good driver, for a woman. Your hair 
looks much better than usual.

If you are “fishing for a compliment”, you say something that you hope will get you compliments. EX: How 
do I look in my new dress?

A “blanket apology” is one that applies to a group of people. Sometimes blanket apologies are announced 
on the speaker system at the airport or through signs. EX: We apologize for the inconvenience our 
construction is causing. 

A “lame excuse” is one that is not very convincing. EX: No, I can’t go out with you this Saturday. I have to 
stay home and wash my hair.



Questions
What are some things you have apologized for lately?
Is it easy to apologize?
Who apologizes more, you or your husband/wife?
Does your spouse compliment you often? 
What compliments have you received lately?
Does it embarrass you when someone compliments you?
What do you say when someone compliments you?
Give an example of a backhanded compliment you have heard.
Do you ever fish for compliments? How would you ask for a compliment?
Give an example of a blanket apology you have heard.
Give an example of a lame excuse.
Do you have to write excuses when your child is absent from school?

Finish these statements.

I’m terribly sorry, ...

I feel so bad...

I must apologize for...

Accepting apologies
Here are some good phrases for accepting an apology. Make an apology to the person sitting next to you. 
Then they can reply using one of these phrases.

That’s all right.
Never mind.
You don’t need to apologize.
Don’t worry about it.
That’s OK.
Don’t mention it.
I quite understand.
I’m sure you couldn’t help it.
No harm done.

Conversation:

Emmy: Joy, I’m so sorry I am late. My appointment ran over.
Joy: Don’t worry about it. I am reading a good book now. I enjoyed reading another chapter while I waited.

Joseph: Jim, I’m so sorry I missed our appointment. I got sidetracked at work and didn’t realize how late it 
was. Can we reschedule sometime soon. I really am anxious to hear your thoughts on that project.
Jim: No harm done. I know you’re a busy man. Why don’t you just call me when you have 10 or 15 
minutes free. I can walk over to your office and give you my ideas.

Writing:
Write an apology to your boss for showing up late at the meeting this morning.

Write an apology to your friend for canceling a lunch date yesterday.


