
FUMC ESL 2-7-2011
Weather has been in the news a lot lately. We had a lesson about weather last fall, so I don’t want to repeat that. But 
I do want to talk about some vocabulary you might be seeing in the papers.

Snow flurries are light snow showers.
Sustained winds are winds that blow at a consistent speed for a long period.
Extremes of temperatures means going from very hot to very cold or the opposite.
When temperatures “dip”, they fall.
Heavy weather means stormy weather.
A blue norther is a strong cold front coming from the north. They usually originate in Canada and bring high winds 
and very cold temperatures.

Read and discuss these sentences from the Austin American-Statesman.

Austin hunkered down on the third day of an Arctic blast.
The conditions brought the area to a crawl causing businesses to shutter and causing hundreds of wrecks.
The temperatures will rise to 60 today, the most balmy since the cold front swept through the area.
Temperatures plunged into the teens last night.
Freezing drizzle began falling in parts of central Texas.
Outlying areas received even more snow.
The ice and snow capped a week filled with power outages across the state.
The conditions Friday crippled travel as dozens of motorists became stranded.
Ice resulted in the closures of area streets.
The city dispatched 50 trucks on arterial streets to clear the snow.
“It was really cold and I didn’t have gloves, so I felt like I had frostbite”, said Nick Patterson, 13.
North Texas weather has economic planners shuddering.

Discuss the difference in these sentences between shuttering and shuddering.

Grammar:
Situation: Sara wants to call Tim. She doesn’t know Tim’s number. So, she can’t call Tim. She would say, “If I knew 
his number, I would phone him.”

Complete these sentences. The first three are done for you as examples.
1.Tom would read more if he had more time.
2.It would be convenient, if you had a driver’s license.
3.If I were you, I would spend more time studying and less time partying.
4.It would be useful if __________________________________________________________.
5.If you don’t find a job, ________________________________________________________.
6.If we lived in the country, ______________________________________________________.
7._________________________________________________, if it wasn’t so cold.
8.If I had known you were coming, ________________________________________________.
9.If we had seen her standing there, ________________________________________________.
10. If the alarm doesn’t wake me, __________________________________________________.

We use “I wish” to say that we regret something or that something is not as we would like it to be. If you want to 
call Paul, but you don’t have his number, you say: “I wish I knew Paul’s phone number.”

Write an “I wish” statement to address these situations.



1-You are lonely and you don’t know many people.
___________________________________________________________________________
2-You have to work tomorrow, but you don’t feel well.
___________________________________________________________________________
3-It’s cold here and you are thinking about basking in the sun at a beach resort.
___________________________________________________________________________

We use “if I had known” to say you would have done something differently if you had had more information. EX: If 
I had known Gary was in the hospital, I would have visited him. If I had known the views here were so wonderful, I 
would have brought my camera. 

Write an “if I had known” sentence to address these situations. The first one is done for you.
1--The car we rented was cheap, but it was very old. It broke down and left us stranded downtown.
If I had known the car was so old, I would have paid more to get a newer car.
2--I ate a lot of the cake. It had cinnamon in it. I am allergic to cinnamon. Now I feel sick.
_______________________________________________________________________
3--I stayed up until 2 AM last night. As I went to bed, I discovered that  Mom’s flight was going to arrive at 6 AM. I 
am so exhausted today.
______________________________________________________________________________
 4--I arrived at the airport in Seoul. I didn’t exchange any money. I tried to get a cab, but they wouldn’t accept my 
dollars.
____________________________________________________________________________
5--The roads were very icy. I tried to drive on them and had an accident.
____________________________________________________________________________________
6--I went to a lunch to celebrate my friend’s birthday. I brought a card for her. All the other people brought gifts. I 
was embarrassed that I didn’t have a gift.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
7--I took my family to a restaurant downtown. The bill was over $200. I will have to take money out of savings to 
pay for that. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
8--There was a new play in town. I didn’t know whether it was good or not, so I didn’t go. It won a Tony award. I 
wish I had seen it.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Read and discuss these weather quotes.

“The trouble with weather forecasting is that it’s right too often for us to ignore it and wrong too often for us to rely 
on it.”
“Weather is a great metaphor for life - sometimes it’s good, sometimes it’s bad, and there’s nothing much you can do 
about it but carry an umbrella.”
“Don’t knock the weather. Nine out of ten people couldn’t start a conversation if it didn’t change once in a while.”
“The coldest winter I ever spent was a summer in San Francisco.”
“Wherever you go, no matter what the weather, always bring your own sunshine.”


