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Some people confuse “say” and “tell”. For example: She said me to go away. This is incorrect. You should 
say: She told me to go away. After tell, we usually say who is told. Example: She told me to go home. We 
do not tell who after “say”. 

 Choose say or tell in these sentences.

1.I ___________ to all the people of this great country, “We must endure!”.
2.She ___________ me she would be late.
3.She ________ it was my last chance.
4.I have to __________, Sara is very beautiful, even though she is mean as a snake.
5.I havenʼt _________ anyone about my engagement yet.
6.He always ________ hello when he sees me.
7.He always __________ me how nice I look when he sees me.
8.Mother _________ John is coming home next week.
9.Allen ___________ a naughty word.
10.My husband always ________ the children a bedtime story.
11.What do you have to _______ for yourself?
12.I cannot _______ the twins apart.
13.Phillip ________ everyone that he is French.
14.________ him to take a seat and I will see him in a few minutes.

Some people confuse “speak” and “talk”. There is little difference between these words. Usually talk 
refers to casual conversation. Example: I talked with Sara yesterday. We can say, “I spoke with Sara 
yesterday.” That is correct, but it sounds more formal. When you are referring to a knowledge of 
language, you always use speak. Example: NOT- I talk English well. INSTEAD-I speak English well. On 
the phone, always say: “May I speak to the doctor?” Do not say, “May I talk to the doctor?”. 

Choose talk or speak in these sentences. In some of these sentences either is correct.

1.Joe ____________ three languages fluently.
2.After she finished reading the letter, no one ____________.
3.The teacher told us to stop ____________.
4.I donʼt know what youʼre _____________ about.
5.Dad ______________ about the need for wider streets at the city council meeting.
6.How old were you when you learned to ____________?
7.I got in trouble for ___________ rudely to the teacher.
8.The professor ___________ for about an hour.
9.The professor gave an interesting _____________  to our club.
10.He __________ bad about people behind their backs.
11.________________ your mind!
12.My sister _____________  in her sleep.

Snakes!
Say the word and shivers go up peopleʼs spine. Snakes inspire fascination and fear. For some people, 
their first reaction to a snake is to grab a hoe and kill the intruder. But snakes play a key role in nature. 
Snakes are important for controlling rats and other destructive animals.

Texas has more species of snakes than any other state. Only 15% are venomous. Venomous snakes 
have venom. Venom is a poison released by snakes and insects. There are four kinds of venomous 



snakes in Texas: rattlesnakes, coral snakes, copperheads and cottonmouths (also called water 
moccasins).

Snakes like brush piles, hollow logs and areas where mice and rats gather. Stay away from these areas. 
Donʼt turn over rocks with your hands and donʼt put your hands or feet anyplace that you canʼt see when 
you are in the woods. But donʼt be so afraid of snakes that you donʼt enjoy the outdoors. In Texas we 
have an average of two to three deaths per year from snakebites. That is compared with five to seven 
deaths due to insect bites and eight deaths from lightning. 

Eighty five percent of Texas snakes are not venomous. They should not be killed. They perform an 
important function by killing rats and eating other snakes.

Answer these questions about the article above.
1.What sends shivers up your spine?
2.What inspires fear in you?
3.What animal fascinates you?
4.What is a hoe?
5.Have you ever had an animal intruder in your house or yard?
6.Would you ever own a snake as a pet?
7.Name something good about snakes.
8.Do you agree that we should not kill snakes?
9.Have you ever seen a snake in Texas?
10.Are you afraid to go into the woods because of snakes?
11.Do you have many snakes in your country?
12.Do you know anyone who has been bitten by a snake?
13.Can you tell a venomous snake from a non-poisonous one?
14.Describe perfect snake habitat.
15.How many people in Texas die from snake bites each year?
16.How does that compare to deaths from other things?
17.What percentage of Texas snakes are poisonous?

Idioms:
Snakes do not have a good image. So when you call someone a snake, it is not a compliment. In our 
imaginations, snakes are sneaky and mean.
A snake in the grass is a person who pretends to be your friend while doing something to harm you.
Snake oil is something that is advertised as useful, but is really useless. A snake oil salesman is 
someone who encourages you to buy something that is useless.

Other animals have idioms, too. Wolves are like snakes. People see wolves as dangerous and 
vicious. Here are some wolf idioms.
A wolf in sheepʼs clothing is someone who pretends to be nice and mild-mannered, but is really mean.

If you wolf down your food, you eat it really fast as if you are starving.
If you throw someone to the wolves, you send someone into danger without protection. You sacrifice 
them.
To keep the wolf from the door is to provide just enough for your family to survive. 
Someone who cries wolf raises a false alarm.

Bears, on the other hand, are viewed as more friendly. If someone gives you a bear hug, itʼs a very big, 
friendly hug. Tigers are seen as very strong. If you have a tiger by the tail, you have something powerful 
but dangerous close at hand. It is a time to be careful. A paper tiger is a country or organization that 
seems powerful, but is not.


