
FUMC ESL 4-18-2011! About Easter

Christians believe that Jesus was killed on a Friday, and resurrected, that is brought to life again on the 
Sunday after that day. This celebration of new life is called Easter.

Easter Sunday always falls between March 22nd and April 25th. Easter Sunday ends a 40 day period of 
preparation. This is a period of fasting and prayer called Lent. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends 
on the Saturday before Easter. During Lent people try to honor God by living better lives. Many people 
give up bad habits during this period. For example, they might give up smoking or drinking alcohol.

The Sunday before Easter Sunday is called Palm Sunday. This day celebrates Jesusʼ entry into 
Jerusalem shortly before he was killed. The week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday is called 
Holy Week. There are church services many times during this week. 

There are many pagan (non-Christian) practices that are part of the Christian Easter celebrations. Many 
pre-Christian cultures celebrated re-birth and the beginning of a new year during spring. These 
celebrations included sunrise services, decorating eggs, baby chicks and rabbits which were fertility 
symbols. Early Christians included these celebrations in Easter so that people could keep their ancient 
traditions. 

Our church has an Easter Egg Hunt each year on the Saturday before Easter on the grounds of the 
Capitol across the street.  Each year our class helps the church by stuffing candy in the eggs for the 
children to find. We really appreciate your help in this project. You are welcome to come to the Easter egg 
hunt with your children. There is information about this hunt in your lesson today.

There is a list of Easter services at our church in your lesson today. If you are curious about Christian 
services, you are always welcome to attend. You do not have to be a member of our church, or even a 
Christian to attend services. Everyone is welcome. 

EASTER EGG HUNT
If you would like to attend, bring:
1. lunch for your family
2. a blanket to sit on while you eat lunch
3. 12 (1 dozen) unfilled plastic eggs
 
Here is the schedule for the Easter Egg Hunt:
11:00 - 11:45 a.m. - gather and lunch
11:45 a.m. - Easter Bunny arrives and family races (games)
12:00 noon  - youngest children hunt eggs
12:15 p.m.  - older children hunt eggs

HOLY WEEK SERVICES:

April 17th: Palm Sunday 9AM or 11 AM
April 20th: Wednesday Contemplative Service 12:15 PM and 7 PM in the Murchison Chapel
April 21st: Maunday Thursday Services 12:15 PM and 7 PM
April 22nd: Good Friday Tre Ore Service 12 PM to 3 PM in the Sancutary (This service will be a 
series of seven short services with music, preaching and meditation each lasting about 25 minutes. 
You may come and go as your schedule permits.)
April 22nd: Good Friday Tenebrae Service in the Sanctuary at 7 PM (Tenebrae is Latin for 



“shadows”. Candles will be extinguished to represent the death of Jesus.)
April 23rd: Easter Egg Hunt
April 24th: Easter services in the chapel and sanctuary at 9 and 11 AM

Discussion Questions:
Talk about similar traditions you have in your country.
When you move to a different culture to live, it is like being reborn. You don’t quite feel like you belong in this new 
world. Talk about your experiences in the U.S. Do you feel like a stranger in a strange land?
If you could re-start your life, what would you do differently?
What hopes do you have for your children?
What hopes do you have for your country?


