
FUMC ESL 5-12-2011! ! The House

The intermediate class is learning about houses today. So, we will join them and learn some advanced 
“house” vocabulary and idioms.

Read each statement and answer the question. Then ask someone else in your group the same 
question.

1-The doorbell rang and Edna answered it in her old housecoat. It was her husbandʼs new boss. She was 
so embarrassed.
Do you have a housecoat you wear at home? Have you ever been embarrassed like Edna before?

2-They housed the convicts in tents because the prison was full. The entering students were all housed 
together so they could meet new friends.
Where are you housed right now? Where were you housed while in college?

3-Alex:Iʼve been invited to a housewarming. Should I take a gift?
Casey: A small gift for the house would be appropriate.
Have you ever had a housewarming or been invited to one? Is their a custom like this in your country?

4-After Charlie was released from prison, he was sent to a halfway house. He will stay there for three to 
six months while he tries to find a job.
In your country, do you have halfway houses? 

5-I had a good career as a sales manager, but now I am a housewife. Sometimes Iʼm a little bit bored. 
Can you identify with this statement?

6-This office is a madhouse on the day before a deadline. People are running about and yelling orders. 
If you donʼt get control of yourself, people will think you belong in a madhouse.
Hint: mad can mean angry, but it can also mean insane.

7-The house was so old it didnʼt even have a bathroom. There was an outhouse in the backyard that we 
were expected to use.
Have you ever had to use an outhouse? Do outhouses still exist anywhere in your country?

8-The boys were roughhousing in the living room and they knocked over a lamp. Please let me pay for it.
Did your mother allow roughhousing inside?

9-Tara and Jim bought a townhouse near Lake Austin. They have a small area in back for a garden.
A townhouse is a unit that can be rented or bought. It usually shares itʼs outside walls with another 
townhouse. It may have a small yard. This is usually maintained by the community association. You will 
usually have a monthly maintenance fee when you own or rent a townhouse. It can be multi-story.

Discussion:
1.Compare the house you live in here with the house where you lived before you came here.
2.What is your favorite room in your house? Why?
3.How are homes different in this country than in your country?
4.If you could change one thing about your present house, what would it be?
5.Do you like all the walls in our home to be white? If not, what do you like?
6.What is something in your house you couldnʼt live without?
7.Where would your dream home be?
8.Do you have any rooms you donʼt use much?
9.Do you socialize with your neighbors?
10.Do you feel secure in your home? in your neighborhood?



Read these quotes and explain their meaning. Then tell which you like best.

1-A house is made of walls and beams; a home is built with love and dreams.

2-Home is a place you grow up wanting to leave, and grow old wanting to get back to.

3-The best way to keep children at home is to make the home atmosphere pleasant, and let the air out of 
their tires.

4-A house divided against itself cannot stand.

5-People who live in glass houses shouldnʼt throw stones.

Idioms
1-on the house
If food or drink is on the house in a bar or restaurant, it is provided free by the owner 
We had to wait for a table so they gave us all a glass of wine on the house.

2-a house of cards
An organization or a plan that is very weak and can easily be destroyed 
Their partners began to suspect that the company was a financial house of cards.

3-bring the house down
If someone or something brings the house down during a play or show, they make the people watching it 
laugh or clap very loudly 
The clown sang a duet with the talking horse, which brought the house down every night.

4-put your own house in order
to solve your own problems 
You should put your own house in order before you start giving me advice.

5-keep house
to clean, wash clothes, cook, and do other similar jobs in a home
 His cousin Ella lived there and kept house for both of them.


