
FUMC ESL 5-16-2011! ! ! Culture Shock

Culture Shock is the feeling of disorientation you get when you suddenly find yourself in a new and 
different culture.

Teachers: Turn the class over to the students at this point and let them lead a discussion on these topics. 
Jump in to add questions if you think of interesting ones.

1.Tell of a time when you experienced culture shock.
2.Do you think it will be hard to readjust to your own country after living here? What things  will you miss 
when you go home?
3.What is the most important thing your culture has given to the world?
4.Do you think outsiders have realistic ideas about your culture?
5.What is one of the most important things you must do to be viewed as polite in your culture?
6.When do you exchange flowers in your culture?
7.Do young people behave much differently than their elders in your country?
8.Does your culture welcome people from other countries?
9.Would you consider marrying someone from another culture? Explain why.
10.How important is it to visit other cultures?
11.What have you learned from visiting other cultures?
12.Do you have many friends from other cultures?
13.Are inter-racial marriages accepted in your country?
14.What puzzles you most about Americans?
15.One thing that really surprised me about the U.S. was _______________________.
16.Is it OK to ask someoneʼs age in your country?

IDIOMS
Different cultures have different idioms. Today weʼll look at a few. Tell if you have a similar idiom in your 
country and explain what it literally means. Give some idioms that you use that we donʼt use in the U.S.

We frequently use heart words to describe a personʼs capacity to love. When your boyfriend dumps you, 
we can have a broken heart or a heartache. Do you have an idiom to describe this situation.

1-A man after my own heart, is a man who shares your own feelings and interests. Ex: Jack loves to fish. 
He thinks about it every day and as soon as work is finished, he heads to the lake with his fishing gear. 
Now thatʼs a man after my own heart.

2-A bleeding heart is someone who feels too much sympathy for poor people or criminals. A synonym for 
this could be naive. People who are too sympathetic can be naive and can be easily tricked by people.

3-If you cross your heart, you promise. If itʼs a really serious promise, you might say “cross my heart and 
hope to die”. That means you hope to die if you break your promise.

4-It does my heart good to see young people being polite to their elders. This expression means, makes 
me feel good about things.

5-If you follow your heart, you act according to your feelings. 

Correct these sentences. If the sentence is already correct, mark C beside it.
1.Next year I be one year older.
2.I awoke to find the streets cover with snow.
3.Iʼm afraid the street noise might keep you awoke at night.
4.I bore the loud noise as long as I can.
5.He beat the drum with all his might.



6.What will became of her if we donʼt adopt her?
7.They have began the work at last, but they are very slow.
8.He betted that he could drive to the airport quicker than he could go by train.
9.The doctor binded his wounds and sent him home to heal.
10.He might have bled to death if the ambulance had not arrived so quickly.
11.I forgot to turn in my homework, so I have blew my chance of making an A in the class.
12.The twins have broke every nice glass I own.
13.The carpenter has builded so many nice cabinets for our new home.
14. You must cast your net wide if you want to catch many fish.
15.The child clung to the hope that the foster parents would decide to adopt him.

TOEFL Test! ! Implications

1. What does the man imply?
a-He will not use the book.
b-He will use the book in the library for two hours.
c-He will check the book out before closing.
d-He will reserve the book.

2-What does the man imply?
a-The woman cannot get a soda.
b-He will go downstairs to get the woman a soda.
c-The woman should go downstairs to get a soda.
d-He does not know where to get a soda.

3-What do we know about the woman?
a-She thought she had applied to the right school.
b-She attends an American university now.
c-She does not have to take the TOEFL.
d-She graduated form an American high school


