
FUMC ESL ADVANCED LESSON 9-12-2011  Allow/Permit

To allow is to give permission or permit.
Read these sentences using the words “allow” and “permit”.

1. Do I have your permission to take the children to the movie?
2. Will you allow me to take the children to the movie.
3. Do you allow children in this restaurant?
4. Are children permitted in this restaurant?
5. Am I allowed to work in this country?
6. Am I permitted to work here?
7. The schedule allows time for a coffee break.
8. The schedule permits time for a coffee break.
9. We will make allowances for “seeing eye” dogs.

Sometimes people might say “allow me” if they are asking your permission to help you 
in some way. For example, if you are carrying a large load of books up the stairs, a 
person might say, “allow me” and carry some of your books upstairs for you.

People might also use the expression “let me” which means the same as “allow me”. Ex: 
Let me help you with those books.

Answer these questions in a complete sentence. 
1. Were you allowed to drink coffee as a child?
2. Are dogs allowed in restaurants in your country?
3. Is smoking permitted in restaurants in your country?
4. Were students allowed to disagree with their professor in your school?
5. Should parents be allowed to attend school with their children?
6. Are you allowed to travel around your country without special permission?
7. Would I be allowed to travel everywhere in your country?
8. Would you allow a stranger to buy you a drink?
9. Do you have a visa that allows you to work?
10. Were you allowed to go swimming as a child?
11. Are dogs allowed to walk off leash?
12. Are you allowed to attend classes at UT without a student ID?
13. Does the bus driver allow children to ride free?
14. Are you allowed to check books out at the Austin Public Library?
15. Are you allowed to have a cell phone in your country?
16. Do most parents allow their children to have cell phones in your country?
17. Did you have to get special permission to study in the US?

Discussion:
1.List three things you were not allowed to do as a teenager.
2.Name something you think no teenager should be allowed to do.
3.Do you think teenagers today are allowed too much freedom?
4.Do you think resident aliens on student visas should be allowed to work?
5.An “allowance” is money that someone gives you to spend as you want. Were you 
given an allowance as a child? 



6.Do you think giving a child an allowance is a good idea?

Correct these sentences:

Is it allowed sleeping here?

Is it permitted dogs come here.

Dogs not allow here.

I get for you a cup of tea.

You allow me to get the tea.

I getting tea.

I get you tea?

Do want your tea?

You not want tea.

I wanting coffee badly.

She wanting tea, not coffee.

I allowed to come too?

Am I allowed bring wife?

     Am I permit to work here?

TOEFL Listening Quiz: Identify the problem
1. What is the man’s problem?
 a-He does not have a checking account.
 b-He does not have any checks.
 c-He does not have the money to pay his rent.
 d-There is a line at the cashier’s window.
2.What is the woman’s problem?
 a-She does not like to live alone.
 b-Her roommate will be moving out.
 c-She wants to get married.
 d-She does not have any messages.
3. What is the man’s problem?
 a-He needs his advisor to sign the registration form.
 b-He does not have an academic advisor.
 c-He does not know how to register for next semester.
 d-He can’t find his registration.


