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 Buying a Car

A. Look at the car ads.
An ad is an advertisement. You advertise something you want to sell. Advertisement or 
ad is a noun. To advertise is a verb. Example: I advertised my car in the paper. This 
means you paid for a message telling your car is for sale.

The man wants to buy a car. He looks at ads in the paper. What do the ads in the paper 
say? 
A compact car is a very small car. A sedan is a larger car. It often has four doors.
Which kind of car would you prefer?

B.Ask the seller about the car.
See the car. It has a “for sale” sign in the window. What color is the car? 
The man talks to the seller. What does the man ask?

C. Take the car to a mechanic. 
A mechanic repairs cars. Why does the man take the car to a mechanic?
What does the mechanic say?

Is your car in good condition?
Would you buy a car in bad condition if it was cheap?
What condition is your house in?

D. Negotiate a price.
Negotiate means bargain. You discuss the price. The seller wants one price. You want a 
lower price. Finally you agree at one price. This is negotiation. If you get a good price, it 
is a bargain. 

What does the seller want for the car?
What does the man want to pay?

E. Get the title from the seller.
The title says you own the car. You must have a title to your car. The man bought the 
car. The seller gave him the title. Now he is the owner of the car.

Name something you own.
Name something you would sell.

F. Register the car.
You register the car at the Department of Motor Vehicles. You get a registration sticker 
for your windshield. You will have to pay a fee.

What is a sticker?
What is a windshield?
What is a fee?

G. Fill the tank with gas.
The man is pumping gas into his car. Gas is expensive. 

H. Check the oil.



The man puts a stick in. It will show how much oil is in the engine. You must have oil in 
the engine.

I. Put in coolant.
Coolant makes the engine run cool. A hot engine is bad. A cool engine runs well. The 
man adds coolant.

J. Go for a smog check.
This is an emissions test. Emissions is what comes out of the car. Emissions are 
dangerous. Someone should check the emissions on your car.

K. Replace the windshield wipers.
Windshield wipers clean your windshield. They keep rain off the windshield. This man 
puts new wiper blades on.

L. Fill the tires with air.
Inflate the tires. That means put air in them. This man is inflating his tires.

Write a sentence with the verb on the left.

fill ________________________________________________________________

inflate _______________________________________________________________________

check _______________________________________________________________________

take__________________________________________________________________________

register _____________________________________________________________________

repair ___________________________________________________________________

negotiate ___________________________________________________________________

replace ____________________________________________________________________

put _________________________________________________________________________

take _______________________________________________________________________

get ________________________________________________________________________

ask ________________________________________________________________________


