
10-17-2013 Advanced Lesson! ! Numbers

How would you say these numbers? Write the word or words.
20th  ________________
1st   ________________
75% ________________
5’6” _________________
30.5 ________________
1/8 __________________
1/2 __________________
2013 ________________
4’ X 2’ ________________
20 X 2 = 40 ____________________
$.25 _________________________
$100.00 _____________________
4:05 PM ____________________
3:30 PM _____________________
$.50 ________________________  OR ___________ dollar
$1.00 _______________________

-A pair is usually two things that go together ( a pair of gloves, a pair of socks, a pair of shoes). But 
sometimes a pair is one thing ( a pair of glasses, a pair of scissors, a pair of trousers)

-What is the difference between even numbers and odd numbers?

Read these conversations and tell what the underlined idioms mean.

1. I like working for Mike, but he does everything by the numbers. He doesn’t like to fudge the rules.

2. My coworker’s father is in the hospital for the third time this month. He’s not doing well. I’m afraid his 
days are numbered.
Yes, it sounds like his number is up.

3. How did you know I would ask Maria out?! Oh, I’ve got your number, Dan. I know what you are up 
to.

4. I wonder why Matt didn’t come to the party?  There could be any number of reasons.

5. I bought a new copier, printer, scanner all rolled into one.

6. The crowd stood as one and cheered the player as he limped off the field.

7. At the eleventh hour Congress negotiated a deal to pay the government’s debt.

8. Silver rings like that one are a dime a dozen. I think you should look for something more unique.

9. I volunteered to work at the homeless shelter for a few hours this Saturday. Would you like to come 
with me? I’ll do you one better. I’ll volunteer the whole day.

10. I, for one, do not believe the current Congress is capable of compromising.

11. I will pay for your dinner. Oh, no. Let’s go fifty fifty. (also half and half)



12. I hope Jeremy doesn’t get his hopes up. There is a hundred to one chance that he’ll be offered the 
job.

13. Tell me in round numbers how much it will cost?

14. You can’t blame Jim for all the problems in their marriage. It takes two to tango, you know.

15. It’s not the job I wanted, but I took it because it’s better than no job at all.   Yes, it’s the lesser of two 
evils.

16. Do you think the governor will run again next year?  That’s the million dollar question, isn’t it.

17. There are no two ways about it, either he changes his attitude or he gets fired.

18. Jeff doesn’t really care what other people think. He looks out for number one.

19. My sister is on cloud nine. Her boyfriend proposed last night.

20. I really appreciate you loaning me your truck.  I was happy to loan it to you. You gave me a ride home 
when I was stranded at work last month. One good turn deserves another.

Discussion:
1. Are you good with numbers?! ! Do you like working with numbers?! Do you work with 
numbers a lot in your job?! Is it easy to remember numbers? ! What numbers do you have 
memorized?

2. In your culture, are some numbers considered lucky or unlucky? Talk about that.

3. Someone who has a sixth sense is able to perceive things intuitively. Are you a person that is intuitive 
or has a sixth sense?  Give an example of a time when you felt like something would happen, and it did.

4. In Christianity, 666 is the number of the devil. In your country is there a number that is associated with 
evil or divinity?

5. Saying 911: In the U.S. nine one one is the emergency services number. Nine eleven is the day the 
World Trade Center towers were attacked. Talking about nine eleven makes most Americans very 
emotional. Are there dates in your culture that are very important and have emotional feelings attached?

6. There is a saying that cats have nine lives. What does this mean? ! Do you think it’s true? ! Do you 
have a cat? ! Do you like cats?

7. Someone that is “dressed to the nines” is very dressed up. Do you enjoy getting dressed up when you 
go out?   OR Do you prefer to stay casual?


